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V FOR VENDETTA 


few nights ago, | walked into a pub on my way home and 
ordered a Guinness. 
| didn't look at my watch, but | knew it was before 8 
o'clock. It was Tuesday and | could hear the television in the back- 
ground still running the latest episode of "EastEnders"—a soap 
about the day-to-day life of cheeky, cheery working-class people 
in a decaying, mythical part of London. 

| sat in a booth and picked up а copy of a free newspaper 
someone had left on the seat beside me. Га read it before. There 
wasn't much news in it. | put down the paper and decided to sit at 
the bar. 

It wasn't a busy night. | could hear the murmuring of the dis- 
tant TV above the chatter of the people at the bar and the clack- 
clack of colliding snooker balls. 

After "EastEnders" came "Porridge"—a re-run of a situation 
comedy series about a cheeky, cheery prisoner in a comfortably 
unoppressive, decaying, Victorian prison. 

Almost imperceptibly, spirits leaked from the optics of 
upturned bottles behind the bar. Droplets of whisky and vodka 
formed and fell soundlessly as | watched. 

I finished my drink. | looked up and the barman caught my 
eye. "Guinness?" he asked, already reaching for a fresh glass. | nod- 
ded. 

The barman's wife arrived and began to help with the trickle 
of customers' orders. 

At 8:30, following “Porridge,” came "A Question Of Sport "一 a 
simple panel quiz game featuring cheeky, cheery sports celebrities 
answering questions about other sports celebrities, many of whom 
were as cheeky and cheery as themselves. 

Jocularity reigned. 

“il tell the barman about the leaking optics," | thought. 

“The Nine o'Clock News" followed “A Question Of Sport." Or, 
at least for 30 seconds it did, before the television was switched 
off and cheeky, cheery pop music took its place. 

I looked over at the barman. “Just half this time,” | said. 

As he filled the glass, | solemnly asked him why he'd switched 
off the News. "Don't ask me—that was the wife," he replied, in a 
cheeky, cheery manner, as the subject of his playful targeting bus- 
tled in a corner of the bar. 

The leaking optics had ceased to have any importance for me. 

| finished my drink and left, almost certain the TV would be 
silent for the rest of the evening. For after “The Nine o'Clock News" 
would have come "The Boys From Brazil," a film with few cheeky, 
cheery characters in it, which is all about a bunch of Nazis creating 
94 clones of Adolf Hitler. 

There aren't many cheeky, cheery characters in V FOR VEN- 
DETTA either; and it's for people who don't switch off the News. 


David Lloyd 
14 January 90 
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began V FOR VENDETTA in the summer of 1981, during а 

working holiday upon the Isle of Wight. My youngest 

daughter, Amber, was a few months old. | finished it in the 

late winter of 1988, after a gap in publishing of nearly five years 

from the discontinuation of England's Warrior magazine, its initial 

home. Amber is now seven. | don't know why | mentioned that. It's 

just one of those unremarkable facts that strike you suddenly, with 
unexpected force, so that you have to go and sit down. 

Along with Marvelman (now Miracleman), V FOR VENDETTA 
represents my first attempt at a continuing series, begun at the out- 
set of my career. For this reason, amongst others, there are things 
that ring oddly in earlier episodes when judged in the light of the 
strip’s later development. | trust you'll bear with us during any initial 
clumsiness, and share our opinion that it was for the best to show 
the early episodes unrevised, warts and all, rather than go back 
and eradicate all trace of youthful creative inexperience. 

There is also a certain amount of political inexperience upon 
my part evident in these early episodes. Back in 1981 the term 
*nuclear winter" had not passed into common currency, and 
although my guess about climatic upheaval came pretty close to 
the eventual truth of the situation, the fact remains that the story 
to hand suggests that a nuclear war, even a limited one, might be 
survivable. To the best of my current knowledge, this is not the 
case. 

Naiveté can also be detected in my supposition that it would 
take something as melodramatic as a near-miss nuclear conflict to 
nudge England towards fascism. Although in fairness to myself and 
David, there were no better or more accurate predictions of our 
country's future available in comic form at that time. The simple fact 
that much of the historical background of the story proceeds from 
a predicted Conservative defeat in the 1989 General Election 
should tell you how reliable we were in our role as Cassandras. 

It's 1988 now. Margaret Thatcher is entering her third term of 
office and talking confidently of an unbroken Conservative leader- 
ship well into the next century. My youngest daughter is seven and 
the tabloid press are circulating the idea of concentration camps 
for persons with AIDS. The new riot police wear black visors, as do 
their horses, and their vans have rotating video cameras mounted 
on top. The government has expressed a desire to eradicate 
homosexuality, even as an abstract concept, and one can only 
speculate as to which minority will be the next legislated against. 
I'm thinking of taking my family and getting out of this country soon, 
sometime over the next couple of years. It's cold and it's mean spir- 
ited and | don't like it here anymore. 

Goodnight England. Goodnight Home Service and V for 
Victory. 

Hello the Voice of Fate and V FOR VENDETTA. 


Alan Moore 
Northampton, March 1988 


This was Alan Moore's introduction from the original DC Comics run of V FOR VENDETTA and is reprinted from the first ОС issue. 
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GOOP EVENING, LONDON. THE WEATHER WILL BE FINE 
IT'S NINE OCLOCK AND THIS UNTIL 207 AM. WHEN А 
724 SHOMER WILL COMMENCE, P 
ING UNTIL 1:50 АМ. 


THE TEMPERATURE WIL PEOPLE OF PRODUCTIVITY REPORTS FROM 


LONDON ARE i 
VARY BETWEEN 3 AND l4 | | АРИБЕР THAT THE BRIXTON AND 2 HEREFORDSHIRE INDICATE 
CENTIGRADE | | STREATHAM AREAS ARE QUAR ms |2 POSSIBLE END TO 
с MEATA 


THAT THESE AREAS BE AVOIDED FOR 
REASONS OF HEALTH AND SAFETY. 


Zar 


DEGREES 
THROU 


SON or 
актин 
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IN A SPEECH TODAY МЕ. | | [meraes WENT oN To sav 


QUEEN ZARA TODAY APPEAR- 


HER SIXTEENTH BIRTH- 
DAY IN JUNE. 


OCCASION BY THE 
ROYAL COUTHRIER. 


-AND THAT |5 THE FACE OF т 2 x". AND THE TARGET DATE 
LONDON TONIGHT. WE REMIND E š ` FOR THE CONCLUSION OF 
YOU THAT TOMORROW IS THE THE DEPTFORD MARSH- 

= CLEARANCE PROTECT. 
THIS 15 HE СЕО TE 
SIGNING OFF. 


apler One 


THE VILLAIN 


DECISIONS, 
THEV AFFECT NO ONE... 


ma a 


V FOR VENDETTA 


Ё YEAH, YOURE RIGHT. {IVE GOTA JOS 
(TS MY FIRST IN MUNITIONS, BUT THE 
NIGHT, YOURE MONEY 15, YOU KNOW, IT ISNT 
MY FIRST... 


„BECAUSE IF YOU 242 YOU 
WOULDN'T HAVE PICKED 


*THE MULTIPLYING 
YILLAINIES OF NATURE 
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"BND FORTUNE, ON HIS 

DAMNED QUARREL, 

‘SMILING, SHOWED LiKE 
А REBEL'S WHORE, 


TEAR 045/ ü 
 4COUGHEHOLY CHRIST 
MS TERR GAS! # 


V FOR VENDETTA 


WHAT THE 
HELL АЗ 
ToF 


You ou 2229 
МЕ: LIKE IN A 5; 7 WH 

E 4. I DIDNT THINK 48227 
ος ILLAN] | CAME TOAST 


12157 
AT NIGHT EXCEPT. YOU 
KNOW... 


WERE YOL NEVER 
TAUGHT THE RHINE? 
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WHY THE GUN- 
POWDER TREASON. 


THAT... THAT 
анат ша You THE RUMBLE OF THE EXPLOSION ας 
THEY'LL KILL YOH.. NOT FET DIED AH AS FROM FAR 
THEY'LL. = THAT? BELOW COMES THE RATTLE OF 


1 REALLY DID Би асо Eras < 
SO BEA РЕД, 


AND ALL OKER LONDON ροής ARE TARONA 
ОРЕМ AND PACES LT WITH AWE AND WONDER 
GAZE AT THE OMEN SCIL £O IN FIRE ON 
THE NIGHT 


(IS PRECISELY E OF AM 
Г BEGINS TORUN. 
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MOVEMBER THE < 
MNNG... 


1 WILL HEAR YOUR 
REPORTS NOW, 
GENTLEMEN 


LH... PHONE SURVEILLANCE INDICATES 
THAT A LARGE PROPORTION OF THE, 
PEOPLE ARE TALKING ABOUT 


1716 ALSO 
HIGHLY PROBABLE THAT 


CAAABIITY WITHIN THI 
HOUSES OF PAR 
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YOu WILL CONSULT же. 
DASCOMBE AT TORDAN | 
TOMER BEFORE MAKING 
ANY OFFICIAL PRO- 


OF ARSE YOU DID, 
LEWIS! WE ALL GOT UP 
EARLY THIS MORNING, DIDN'T 
WE? NOW IF WE CAN 272,57” 


WEEL, ATE WANTS 
US то SAY TWAS А 
(EDL ED DEA 


TIMES WIAT S ATE 
"MES, WHA’ Ü 
PANG QUT ON THE JUST RUNNING THROUGH 
fT WITH LEWS WHEN 
YOU CAME IN. 
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285 METRES IN ΤΗΕ 
MEDIUM WAVE. 


LISTEN TO LEWIS.. ISN'T 
422205? Е FATE 
Y HAD А VOICE (T WOULD 


PEOPLE ANEI WHAT А 
GOOD JOB HES DOING... 


IN FACT, WHEN 
YOU'D FINISHED EX- 


ЛВ. „<47 DOESNT THINK 
WE SHOULD MENTION 


А! 
ONE ASKS LATER WELL 
SAY IT WAS A FREAK 
EFFECT OF THE 
BLAST. 


ME 
COLLECTS DOLLS, Юи 
KNOW. WOULDN'T THINK T 


WOULD YOU? BIG MAN LIKE 


YOURE BITTER, 
ALMONI 


e, x 5 


A DEGENERATE 


TASCOMBE. HA HAHA НА! (Л 
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> Do You 
«ΚΑ πει 
BUILT IT MY- 
LF, 


THE MUSIC 16 
BERT LA ОЦ 
MUST THINK WA REALLY 
STUPID... ALL I'VE EVER 


BELIEVABLE! ALL OF 
THESE 24/74/25 
AND BOOKS... | РМГ 


THE SONG 15 CALLED "DANCING IN THE 
STREETS.” Т5 BEING SUNG BY 
AND THE AIND Eele 


‘PERHAPS THE TERM 7442,4 
MOTORING FAMILIAR TO YOU? 
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a THEY ERADICATED SOME 
CULTURES MORE ТОО 
DID OTHERS. 


THAN THEY | 


MYSELF, IVE ALWAYS 
BEEN А LADIES’ MAN. 
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JESUS 
CHRIST! WHAT 
THE HELL'S 744777 


7.50 ANYWAY, WED 
BOTH HAD А FEW TACTLRES 
Е БҮ THAT TME, AND Роеку 
SAYS O ONE OF THESE 
LOCAL BINTS... THE ELDEST | 
GEL, | THINK IT WAS. 
НЕ SAYS, 


(DUNNO, 
IT COULD HAVE BEEN 
ZAGS CAUGHT ON 
А FENCE OR SOME- 
THING, | SUPPOSE. 
" YOU UST 242 
SOMETHING? А BANG ON 
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[HMMPH. SHOULDN'T 

WORRY IF | WERE YOU, LADS. 

BRITISH RAIL ACTING UP 

AGAIN. LIGHTS'LL ВЕ 

BACK ON IN AMINUTE, 
YOULL SEE. 


то BE TAKING THER ПМЕ, 
DON'T THEY? PERHAPS 


22 


jO LET'S JUST HEAR IT 
СЕ MORE IN YOUR OWN WORDS, 
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W-WELL, | MEAN, IT'S DIFFICULT TO 
SAY, IT ALL HAPPENED SO QU/CK, 


DIDNT ITZ 


COULD You Give ив A 
DESCRIPTION OF YOUR 


ATTACKER? HEIGHT, DRESS, 


ANYTHING LIKE THAT? 


AND CAME TO AN HOUR 


МЕЦ. IT WAS JUST SORT 
OF SLACK, KNOW WHAT І 
MEAN? JUST THIS 2/0 
SLACK SHAPE СОМІМ' AT 
МЕ FROM THE SIDE-WINDOW 
OF THE CAB 


LATER WHEN THE SECURITY, 


FORCE ARRIVED ON THE 
SCENE. | SEE. 


WELL, | THINK THAT'S ABOUT 

/7; MR. BISHOP. THE OFFICER 
WILL TAKE YOUR ADDRESS IN 
CASE WE NEED TO CONTACT You. 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR TROUBLE. 


AND IT HAD А дас, 

ONLY NOT A PROPER 

FACE, SEE 1 AN’ IT WAS 
SWING. 


WELL, MILFINCH, WHAT DO YOU 
THINK? 16 IT THE SAME BLOKE 
WHO DID THE PARLIAMENT 
BOMBING, OR WHAT? 


| SEE. AND WEN WHAT 
HAPPENED? DID IT 4/7 YOU, 
STRIKE YOU ІМ ANY WAY? 


(DIDN'T ACTUALLY 
HEAR ANYTHING... JUST 
SORT OF CAUGHT SOMETHING 
MOVING OUT THE CORNER OF 
ME EYE. AND BY THEN Т WAS 
ALL OVER, WANNIT 7 


МО. | MEAN, THAT 
WAS THE FUNNY BIT. 
IT JUST SORT OF 
TOUCHED МЕ UP 
Κα ON ΜΕ NECK. 


1FELT THIS... IT WAS 

LIKE AN ELECTRIC SHOCK, 

SORT OF. AN'THEN | JUST 
PASSED OUT, 


| HOPE GO, DOMINIC, 

BECAUSE IF IT'S 427; THEN 

THERE MUST ВЕ 74/0 OF 
ἘΜ. 


AND THATS A POS- 

SIBILITY I'D RATHER NOT 

CONSIDER WITHOUT A STIFF 
DRINK то HAND. 
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ME NEITHER. MRFINCH, YOU'RE RIGHT, DOMINIC, 24 KNOCK OUT 
WHAT EXACTLY RRE WE аты Р R THIRTEEN STONE TRAIN DRIVER BY TOUCH- 
UPABSINETHERE? WHO | ING HIM LIGHTLY ON THE NECK, WORMAL 
/$ THIS CHARACTERT PEOPLE CAN'T 20 THINGS LIKE THAT. 


IN FACT, | DON'T тин, б 
IT'S GOING TOO FAR TO SAY 
THAT MOST NORMAL PEOPLE 
HAVE NEVER EVEN CONSIDIRED 
BLOWING UP THE HOUSES OF 
PARLIAMENT. 


p $0 WHAT WE'RE UP AGAINST 15 
SOMEONE WH0/$47- NORMAL 
PEOPLE... EITHER PHYSICALLY 
OR MENTALLY. IT'S THE’ MEN- 
TALLY" BIT THAT BOTHERS ME. 


| MEAN, ALL THIS BUSINESS 
ABOUT BOARDING MOVING 
TRAINS I$ LIKE SOMETHING 
QUT OF THE 2/C7Z€ES. 
NORMAL PEOPLE CAN'T 
20 THINGS LIKE THAT. 


BECAUSE IF гм GOING TO NO, SIR. EVERYTHINGS AS WE FOUND IT 
CRACK THIS CASE...AND WHEN WE GOT THE TRAIN OUT OF THE TUNNEL. 
| AM... ІМ GOING TO HAVE TO. 

GET RIGHT INSIDE HIS HERD. 

TO THINK THE WRYAZ THINKS. AHH, HERE 

AND THAT SCARES ME. WE ARE. 


ANYTHING BEEN 
TOUCHED IN HEREZ 


HMM... HLL NEED SOME DAMNED IF | KNOW. GET .OTHER THAN THAT, JUST THE 
PHOTOGRAPHS OF THIS A PHOTOGRAPH OF п.ЯМО. USUAL STUFF, DUST THE CARRIAGE | 
CHEST WOUND. IT LET ME HAVE SOME 20/07 | | FOR DAS GET Я 2875 REPORT A 
WASN'T Я ΕΛΗΞΕ OR SCRAPINGS FOR ANA- ON THE BODIES. 
BULLET. THAT PID ISIS... E М 

THIS... 


IN FACT, IVE GOT A NASTY 
SUSPICION THAT WHO- 

Pa. EVER DID THAT DID IT 

— WITH THEIR LAGE es, 


PERHAPS THE FORENSIC 
PEOPLE BACK AT HE 
NOSE WILL BE ABLE 
TELL US SOMETHING, 
WHAT DO YOU MAKE ALTHOUGH FRANKLY | 
OF THUS, MR.FINCH? 20087 п. 


1 DON'T KNOW, SIR. 
JESUS CHRIST, WHAT 
НЕО DONE TO THOSE 


A ROSE. A ICL 
CARSON” ROSE. FUNNY... 
| THOUGHT THEY'D BEEN 
EXTIVET SINCE THE 
"ae. 


ТУЕ SEEN WORSE, 
DOMINIC, PHYSICALLY 
SPEAKING. LIKE | Say, 
IT'S THE MENTAL SIDE 
THAT BOTHERS ME... HIS 
ATTITUDE TO KILLING. 


THEM LIKE 
CATTLE! 


АУ THINK ABOUT IT, HE 
LAS KILLED THEM RUTH- 
|! LESSLY, EFFICIENTLY, 
AND WITH Я MINIMUM 
OF FUSS. WHATEVER 
THEIR FAULTS, THOSE 
WERE TWO HUMAN 
BEINGS.. 
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AND UNLESS WE FIND 
A SODY IN THE NEXT 
COUPLE OF HOURS, 
IT LOOKS LIKE HE'S 
[^ сот 2205 2e0- 
` À THERO AS WELL. 


BLOWING UP THE 
HOUSES OF 
PARLIAMENT. 
KIDNAPPING OUR 
TOP BROAD- 


DO YOU THINK 
HE'S TRYING 
TO 7ELL US 
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1 WAS SCARED 
YES, DONT 1-ІТ WAS WHEN YOU г 
TAKE ANY WENT OUT EARLIER Цена 
NOTICE OF МЕ. ON AND DIDN'T SAY р 

WHERE YOU WERE 

GOING... THOUGHT 

+ | DION'T THINK... 

THAT IS, | MEAN... 


1 KNOW IM STUPID, BUT 
MY LIFE'S SUDDENLY BE- 
| COME VERY STRANGE. | 
Mo | | ІШІ DON'T KNOW WHAT'S 
202: p. | | AAPPENING ANYMORE. 
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LAST NIGHT... THOSE МЕМ, 
THEY WERE GOING TO... THEY 
SAID THEYD 4/22 ΜΕ. AND 
YOU RESCUED МЕ. 4 


1 DON'T Мия 
Я NAME. YOu 
CAN CALL ме 
WHAT SHALL I 
4 CALL YOL, 


TASTIC PLACE, AND IT'S 50 „AND | DON'T 
SEAL TIAL АМО IT MAKES | | EVEN KNOW WHAT 
МЕ FEEL 50 SAFE AND..AND..| | YOUR МЯНЕ 5. 


MY МАМЕ 15 IM NOBODY. 8-BUT THERE'S NOTHING 

EVEY..EVEY B NOBODY 5222/01. 2 A TOTELL. IM ONLY S/X- 

HAMMOND. NOT LIKE YOU. < TEEN. | HAVENT DONE 
ANYTHING. 


EVERYBODY HAS THEIR 

STORY TO TELL. EVEN = 

&VEY HAMMOND. 1 SHOULD SIXTEEN.THEN 
VERY MUCH LIKE TO HEAR YOU WERE BORN 
EVEY HAMMOND'S STORY. IN 22877 


y-YES. IN SEPTEMBER. WE [ JUST ME AND MUM AND DAD. 
USED TO LIVE ON SHOOTERS IDIDN'T HAVE ANY BROTHERS 
HILL IN SOUTH LONDON. IT WAS OR SISTERS... DAD SAID HE 
NICE THERE. |-ГҮЕ GOT Я PHOTO-| " COULDN'T AFFORD ANY MORE 
GRAPH ІР YOU WANT ТО SEE... .] 


THIS WAS DURING 
THE RECESSION 
OF THE ΕΙΦΗΤΙΙ 
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YEAH... DON'T RE- 
MEMBER MUCH ABOUT "OF COURSE | DO. | WAS ONLY SEVEN BUT | RE- 
THAT... 1 KNOW DAD SAID MEMBER WHEN THE NEWS CAME OVER THE RADIO. 
THINGS DION'T GET MUCH DAD KEPT TELLING MUM NOT TO WORRY. HE маз 4 W 
BETTER WHEN L4SOVE SCARED TO DEATH... IT WAS ABOUT POLAND 
GOT INTO POWER... AND THE σας WASN'T IT? AND PRESIDENT 
KENNEDY SAIO HE'D USE THE BOMB IF THEY DIDN'T 
GET сит. THAT'S WHAT DAD TOLD МЕ. 


Ww W 


HE SAID THAT THE 
ONLY ELECTIO PRO- 
MISE THAT THEY KEPT 
WAS GETTING RID OF 
THE AMERICAN 
MISSILES THAT WERE 
STATIONED OVER HERE. 


"IT WAS HORRIBLE. NOBODY KNEW IF BRITAIN WOULD 
GET BOMBED OR NOT. | REMEMBER MUM SAYING 227275 
NOT THERE ANYMORE? THAT'S ALL SHE SAID. “BUT BRITAIN VONT GET BOMBED. 
ч : > NOT THAT IT MADE MUCH 2/Z%ZZ- 
ENCE. ALL THE BOMBS AND THINGS 
HAD DONE SOMETHING TO THE WEF- 
THER. SOMETHING BAD. 


"i REMEMBER ONE DAY DAD CALLED’ 
"1 THOUGHT ABOUT ALL THE LIONS MUM AND ΜΕ INTO THE BACK BED- 
AND ELEPHANTS BEING DEAD. IT / ROOM. HE SAID HB WANTED TO SHOW 
MADE ME CRY. | WAS ONLY SEVEN, US SOMETHING... 


"МЕ COULD SEE RIGHT ACROSS LONDON x "MUM WOULON'T GO, JUST AS WELL, | SUPPOSE. 
FROM THE BEDROOM WINDOW. IT WAS Ἃ - IT TURNED OUT THAT THE COUNTRYSIDE WAS WORSE 
THAN THE TOWNS. 


"THE SKY WAS ALL YELLOW AND BLACK. IVE "THE WEATHER HAD DESTROYED ALL 
NEVER SEEN Я Sky LIKE IT. DAD SAID LONDON! THE CROPS, SEE? AND THERE WAS NO 

__ WAS FINISHED. HE WANTED TO TAKE MUM FOOD COMING FROM EUROPE, BECAUSE 
AND ME 70 THE COUNTRY, EUROPE HAD GONE. LIKE AFRICA, 
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THERE WERE 1079, AND PEOPLE WITH GLAS. 
NOBODY KNEW WHAT WAS GOING ON. EVERYONE 
WAS WRITING FOR THE GOVERNMENT ΤΟ 20 
SOMETHING. 


"BUT THERE WASNT 
ANY GOVERNMENT ANY- 
MORE. JUST LOTS OF 
LITTLE GANGS, ALL 
TRYING TO TRE OVER, 
AND THEN IN 1992, 
SOMEBODY FINALLY 


FLOODED AND EVERYBODY GOT SICK. MUM DIED 
IN 1991. DAD WOULDN'T LET МЕ SEE HER. 


"IT WAS ALL THE FASCIST GROUPS, THE RIGHT- WINGERS. Í Í 
THEY'D ALL GOT TOGETHER WITH SOME OF THE BIG COR- 
PORATIONS THAT HAD SURVIVED. WORSEAIRE’ THEY 


THEY SOON GOT THINGS UNDER CONTROL. вит THEN 
THEY STARTED TAKING PEOPLE AWAY... ALL THE SLACK 
PEOPLE ANO THE PAKISTANIS... 


Ἢ CALLED THEMSELVES, 


У 


“DAD HAD BEEN IN A S0- 
CIALIST GROUP WHEN НЕ 
WAS YOUNGER, THEY CAME 
FOR HIM ONE SEPTEMBER 
MORNING IN 1993... 


7 "IT WAS MY BIRTHDAY, | WAS TWELV 
1 NEVER SAW HIM AGAIN. 


"| REMEMBER WHEN THEY 
MARCHED INTO LONDON. 
THEY HAD A FLAG WITH THEIR 
SYMBOL ON, EVERYONE 

WAS CHEERING, / THOUGHT 
THEY WERE SCARY, 


"THEY MADE МЕ GO AND WORK 
INA FACTORY WITH Я LOT OF 
OTHER KIDS. WE WERE PUTTING 
MATCHES INTO BOXES. 


"I LIVED IN R HOSTEL. IT WAS d 
COLD AND DIRTY AND | JUST 
USED TO CRY ALL THE TIME. 1 
WANTED MY DAD." 


"WHITE PEOPLE, TOO, ALL THE 
RADICALS AND THE MEN WHO, 
YOU KNOW, LIKED OTHER MEN. 
THE HOMOSEXUALS, | DON'T 
KNOW WHAT THEY DID WITH THEM 


a. THAT'S HOW IT WAS FOR 

FOUR YEARS... NOT ENOUGH 2 
FOOD, NOT ENOUGH MONEY. کے‎ n 
SOME OF THE OLDER GIRLS F 


MADE MONEY GOING WITH THnTS WHAT I WAS 


GOING TO DO, LAST 
NIGHT, BUT THEY WERE 
FINGERMEN. THEY 
WERE GOING... THEY 
WERE G-GOING TO. 


V FOR VENDETTA 


HUSH, CHILD, нивн. IT'S OVER NOW. Ў THEY MADE you INTO ВС | JUST 72257 ME, EVEY, ANO 

YOU'RE SAFE. THE PAST CAN'T HURT R V/Z7/M, EVEY. THEY S] | WE CAN WIPE IT ALL уну 

YOU ANYMORE. NOT UNLESS YOU MADE YOU INTO A STA- ALL THE 22/4; ALL THE 
Tm. TISTIC. BUT THAT'S NOT а 


«ΑΝΘ WHAT AM | 
DOING WERRING 
THIS седел, 


AND EVEY HAMMOND 308$ 
(е THE CHILD SHE /S SORS 


7 à 
NIGHTMARE /5 оу 


2; 
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NOVEMBER THE SEVENTH IIT 1 SEE. THEN WE CANT] (ГІ сомт 
THE LEADER AND M FINCH. ASSUME THAT CODE - THINK HE'S OUT 
NAME 'Y'"wiLL BE” 
ж HAVE LIKE А CONVEN - 
TIONAL, TERRORIST. 


| THINK HE'S 
А РВУСНОРАТН, 
LEADER. 


1 USE 
THE WORD IN 
175 MOST PRECISE 
SENSE. 


FOR THE USUAL 
ИА CONCESSIONS. 


THEN 
μεις STANLY 2 
GETTING (T, ISN'T HE, M 
< FINCH? HES BLOWN UP THE 
N 
|, DISPATCHED FIVE ОҒ МЕ. > LIEVE THAT THE VOICE OF 
ALMOND'S FINGER- 2 LEWIS PROTHERO Е 
YA "We 5 Aspucr- το» ad 
Hi > š Я 
ED OUR ТОР BROADCASTER. 
ΙΕ PROTHERO 15 LNABLE. 


LY WILL SU А 
ED IBILITY WILL SUFFER . pamm 
DAYS, MR. FINCH. а BELIEF IN THE IN- 
THATS ALL ITS COULDN'T MR DASCOMBE TEGRITY OF FATE 6 THE 
TAKEN HIM, ARRANGE А STAND-IN CORNERSTONE OF OUR 
FOR PROTHERO, LEADER? W NEW ORDER. ANY CHANGE 
IN THE YOICE AND (T JUST 
WON'T BE ΤΗΕ SAME. 


INDEED | DO, МЕ. 
FINCH. YOU HAVE EX” 
PRESSED SUCH SENTIMENTS 
BEFORE. THAT YOU ARE STILL 
ALIVE 15 А MARK OF MY 
RESPECT FOR YOU 
AND YOUR CRAFT. 


ALTHOUGH. 
PERSON: a APNE 

GO MUCH РО "NEW 

ORDER" BUSINESS. IT’S JUST 
MY JOB, To HELP BRITAIN 
OUT OF THIS MESS. ТОШ 
ALREADY KNOW THAT, 

LEADER. 
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THE SHADOW GALL ЕУ 
EVEY HAMM 


OH.. UH... NOTHING, | 
WAS JUST TRYING TO 
GET USED ТО SAYING IT 
OUT „дыр. YITSA 
Women FUNNY THING TO CALL. 


YOURSELF. 


T'S EVERYTHING, 
EYEY THE EEC 
ENTRANCE, TH 


ND SON. 


AND 
IM сома, то 
BRING THE 
HOUSE DOWN. 


YOURE A KIND PERSON. 
LISTENING TO ME TELLING 
ps ALL 


AND DAD. ALL ABOLIT 
MY STUPID LIFE. 


DO, V? THE De 
SO BIG AND ORK BLE 
[b THERE'S JUST 

= „АМО ME, | SUPPOSE. 


(45; 
THEY'VE FORGOTTEN ^ TE 27. 


THE DRAMA OF TALL, 14 
YOU SEE. THEY ABANDONED ^w 


THEIR SCRIPTS WHEN THE gî 
LD WITHERED IN THE 


MNT. το GLARE OF THE NUCLEAR 
Ξ κ αρ 


үм GONG 


MELOPRAMA. ABOLIT THE 
TUPPENNY RUSH AND THE 22 
PENNY DREADFLL.YOL SEE, 


T 


"Bg 


рег four 


VAUDEVILLE 
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1 SUPPOSE YOU THINK 
ALL THIS 16 BLOODY FUNNY 
ALL THIS RESETTLEMENT 
CAMP MALARKEY ALL. 
THS PUTTING ΜΕΝ 
UNIFORM. 


UNIFORM ALL 
BRUSHED, PRESSED 
READY FOR DUTY 
= 1 SEE. GOOD MAN, COM- 
MANDER PROERD, 


WEYE 
Gor To MAKE THE 
TOUR OF INSPECTION 


ее еліге. 


ALL COMING 
BACK TO YOL, ЕН? 
BODY OF 


INSPECTION... 


You 
SIMPLY HAD TO 
WALI FROM YOUR 
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MY DOLLS, THAT'6 
PART OF MY DOLL COL" 

LECTION. HOW DID γδει. THEY 
WERE ALL SAFELY LOCKED Away 
WHEN | LEFT FOR WORK 
YESTERDAY... — 


PEOPLE GATHERED IN 
THIS SORDID LITTLE 
ENCLOSURE? PEOPLE 
HALF DEAD WITH 
STARVATION AND 
DYSENTERY? 


ADMIRABLE 
CONCERN, COMMAND- 
ER. YET IT'S РЕШСЕР 
OD, ват IT? HOW YOU 

CAN SHOW SO MUCH 
CONCERN FOR PORCE- 
LAIN AND PLASTIC... 


IUST ALONG. 

HERE. THIS 15 WHERE 
YOU KEPT THE ONES WHOD 
TAKEN PART IN YOUR 

SCIENTISTS. EXPERIMENTS, 
1 BELIEVE THEY LSED 
TD CALL THEM 


PAST THIS ROW OF 
DOORS EVERY NIGHT. 

ROOM ONE, ROOM 

TWO, ROOM THREE... 
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ROOM FIVE? BUT 
THAT WAS WHERE 
THEY KEPT., WHERE 

THEY KEPT. 


он, 
NO. THAT WAS You, 
WASN'T IT? YOU'RE... 
YOU'RE THE 
MAN... 


YOU'RE ο 
THE MAN FROM 
„ЖООМ FIVE 


1 REMEMBER YOU 


ΤΗΕ OVENS, 
COMMANDER. 
OF COURSE, THERE WAS 
THAT OTHER LITTLE 
206 YOU USED то DO) 


ен, ΝΟ. MY. 
DOLLS. PLEASE 
„. YOU CAN'T... 
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HELLO, SERGEANT? 
‘YES, THIS 5 G y 
AT THE FRONT. COULD 


YOU GET OUT HERE, 
QUICKLY, PLEASE? 
je 
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ІШІ 


W 


— 


= = 
= Z= 
= 


МЕ FOUND 
WHAT'S LEFT 
OF HM. 


THE VOICE OF FATE 1S RE- 

CORDED АПЕТИТ. 

HOURS IN ADVANCE, THE 

RE-RECORDINGS RAN 

OM AT TEN CLOCK, IF 
1S NOW ELEVEN. 


GOOD EVENING, 
LONDON, THIS 15 THE YOICE 
OF PATE BROADCASTING ON. 
ин... 215 AND 285 IN THE 
MEDIUM WAVE... 


VE COME TO 
TELL ME WHAT A 


| MUSTN'T BE 
DISTURBED 
WHILE. 


AND TRE CAPITAL LISTENS. 
THERE 5 SOMETHING WRONG: 
THERE /6 SOMETHING WRONG 


WITH THE VOICE OF PATE. T JUST WONT 


ВЕ THE SAME. 


SUCH A SMA; 


CAST SLICH А LONG AND LIN- 


Е. 
5, ONE THING 15 


FUTURE He 
CERTAIN. 
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DECEMBER (27H. 


Ё Chapter Five 


VERSIONS 


MY MAME /8 ADAM SUSAN. 
1 AM THE LEADER. 


LEADER OF THE LOST, 


THE WILDERNESS OF THE TWENTIETH 
CENTURY: | BELIEVE N SURVIVAL, IN ΤΗΕ. 
DESTINY OF THE NORDIC RACE. | BELIEVE 
IN FASCISM. 


RULER OF THE RUINS. 


1AM А MAN, LIKE 
ANY OTHER MAN. 


THE ROMANS INVENTED FASCISM. 
А BUNDLE OF BOLNO TWIGS 


ONE TWIG: COLILD BE BROKEN. 
A BUNDLE WOULD PREVAIL.) 
FASCISM... STRENGTH IN LINITE 


OH YES, | AM A FASCIST. WHAT OF IT? 
Баб ЗМ. А WORD. А WORD WHOSE 


BLEATINGS OF THE WEAK AND THE 
TREACHEROUS. 


4 WILL NOT HEAR TALK OF FREEDOM. 
1 WLL NOT HEAR TALE OF INDIVIDUAL 
LIBERTY THEY ARE LUXURIES. 


ЧЕ WAR PLIT QUD 
ATO LUXURY. 


AND IF THAT STRENGTH, THAT 
UNITY OF PuRPOSE, DEMANDS 

А LNIFORMITY OF THOUGHT, 
HORD AND DEED THEN SO BE IT 


V FOR VENDETTA 


THE ONLY FREEDOM LEFT TO 
MY PEOPLE IS THE FREEDOM 
TO STARVE, THE FREEDOM TO 
DIE, THE FREEDOM ТО LIVE IM. 


Я WORLD OF CHAOS. 


BECALISE / LOVE. |, WHO AM NOT 
LOVED IN RETURN. | HAVE A LOVE 
THAT 8 FAR DEEPER THAN THE 
EMPTY GASPS AND CONYLILS/ONS 


OF BRITISH COUPLING. 


SHALL | SPEAK OF HER P 


SHALL | SPEAK OF МУ BRIDE? 


ISHE DOES NOT LOVE ME. 


7 SEE DESOLATION. | SEE ASHES, 
/ HAYE SO VERY MUCH. 1 HAYE SO 


VERY LITTLE. 


SHE HAS NO EYES TO FLIRT OR 
PROMISE, BUT SHE SEES ALL. 
SEES AND UNDERSTANDS 
ITH A WISDOM THAT (8 GOD- 
LIKE IN ITS SCALE. 


1 STAND AT THE GATES OF 
HER INTELLECT AND / AM. 
BLINDED BY THE LIGHT 
WITHIN. HOW STUPID 1 MUST 
SEEM ТО НЕК. HOW CHILD- 
LIKE AND LINCOMPREHENDING: 


7 WN 
THE PEACE THAT LIES BETWEEN 
THE THIGHS OF WOMAN. 


iJ 
BUT / AM RESPECTED. | AM Ы 
FEARED. AND THAT ИШ. d 


HEC SOLL 15 CLEAN, LINTAINTED BY THE 
SNARES ЯМР AMBIGLITIES OF EMOTION] 
SHE DOES NOT HATE. SHE DOES NOT 
YEARN. SHE (5 LINTOLICHED BY JOY OR! 
SORROW 


1 WORSHIP HER 
THOLIGH | AM 
NOT WORTH: 


1 CHERISH THE PLIRITY OF HER DISDA 
SHE DOES NOT RESPECT ME. SHE DOES 
МОТ FEAR МЕ. 


SHE TOHCHES ME, AND / AM 
TOUCHED BY GOD, BY DESTINY. 
THE WHOLE OF EXISTENCE 
COLRSES THROLIGH HER. | 
WORSHIP HER (AM HER 
SLAVE, 
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MY LOVE, | WOLILD STAY WITH 
YOLI FOREVER, WOLD 
SPEND MY LIFE WITHIN YO! 


= 1] 


/ WOLD WHIT UPON YOUR Ñ 
EVERY LITTERANCE AND № 
NEVER ASK THE MEREST 

SPLINTER OF AFFECTION. | 


HELLO, DEAR 
LADY ^ 

LOVELY EVENING, 
1 IT NOT? 


ME FOR INTRLDING. 
PERHAPS YOU WERE 
INTENDING TO TAKE A 
STROLL, PERHAPS YOU 
WERE MERELY ENJOY- 
МЕ ΤΗΕ ИЕ 


νο 
MATTER. | THOUGHT 
THAT IT WAS ТІМЕ 
WE HAD A LITTLE 
CHAT, YOU 
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THERE. NOW WE KNOW | THE POOR SOY НАЗ "YE 
А CRUSH ON ME LONG ADMIRED YOH.. 
AN ADOLESCENT | | ALBEIT ONLY FROM А 
DISTANCE. I USED TO STARE 
AT YOU FROM THE STREETS 
BELOW WHEN | WAS 
^ CHILD. 


пр SAY, 
το MY FATHER, 
WHO 15 THAT LADY "AND. 
HE'D SAY" THAT'S MADAM 
SUSTICE, "AND /D SAY, 
“ISN'T SHE PRETTY.” 


PLEASE DONT Š 
THINK IT WAS MERELY 
PHYSICAL 1 KNOW 
YOURE NOT THAT SORT 
OF GIRL.NO,| LOYED YOL 
AS А PERSON. А5 

AN IDEAL. 


THAT WAS A 
LONG TME AGO. М 


АН-НА! 7297 
SURPRISED YOL, 
DIDN'T IT? YOu "n 
г YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT. 
тноцант .| DIDN'T т WAS ALWAYS Увс, V. 


Et Fi 
FRANKLY, | SLIT! WHORE! 
WASN'T SURPRISED DENY THAT YOU LET 
WHEN | FOUND ОНТ HIM HAVE HIS WAY WITH 
YOU ALWAYS AD HAVE YOU, HM WITH HIS ARM- 
AN EYE FORA MAN BANDS AND JACK- 
IN UNIFORM. 800757 
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VERY WELL. 50 you 
STAND REVEALED AT 6 
LAST. YOU ARE NO 
LONGER МУ TUSCE. 
YOU ARE His JUSTICE 
NOW, YOLI HAVE 
BEDDED ANOTHER. 


SO GOODBYE DEAR LADY, 
| WOLILD BE SADDENED 8Y 
OUR PARTING EVEN NOW, SAYE 
THAT YOU ARE NO LONGER. 
“THE WOMAN THAT | ONC 


В A FINAL снет. % 
ILEAVE ІТ АТ 


"505! CHOKE! WH-WHO 
45 SHE, V? WHAT 
5 HER жи! 


NAME IS Ane CHD 
AND SHE HAS TALIGHT ME 
MORE As A MISTRESS 
THAN YOU EVER 


SHE HAS TAUGHT 
ME THAT JUSTICE [8 
MEANINGLESS WITHOLIT 
FREEDOM. SHE IS HONEST. 
SHE MAKES NO PROMISES 
AND BREAKS NONE. 
UNLIKE yc JEZEBEL. 


(USED то 
WONDER WHY YOU 
COULD NEVER LOOK ΜΕ 
IN THE EYE. NOW | 

7 (συν, 


THE FLAMES OF FREEDOM. HOW 
LOYELY, HOW LIST. AHH, MY 
| PRECIOUS ANARCHY. 
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EPLLOGLE! ме PROTHERO. 
LEWIS... IT'S МЕ. ме. 
FINCH IM удие. 
FRIEND, LEWIS, 
YOUR БеЕма 


IM TALKING. 
И PROUT THE MAN 
IN THE CLOAK, 
na LEWIS. 


IM 

TALKING? ABOUT 
TALKING ABOUT, THE SMILING 
DON'T YOL, LEWIS? 


OH, WHAT'S THE 
USE. WHATEVER 
МА UTHOUGHT NED 
> ДЕ GOT ни AWAY FROM. 
=: Э. но MAMA. 


ON, DOMINIC. WELL 
HAYE ANOTHER CRACK 
AT НМ AFTER A CUP OF 
TEA AND А HAND OF 
BRAG: LET'S TAKE 


ALL 
RIGHT, LEWIS, YOU'RE. 
SAFE. WE'RE YOUR 
FRIENDS, HE CAN'T HURT 
YOU NOW HE CANT 
FIND YOU HERE. 
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SOMETIMES | COLILD 
JUST PUNCH YOU IN 
YOUR STUPID SMILEY 
FACE! KY Y Y. Y? IT'S THE 
INSCRIPTION ON THAT 
ARCH IN THE BIG HALL. 
YOU KNOW в. 


1 SUPPOSE THATS 
CONQUERING THE 
UNIVERSE. DOING WHAT] 
YOU WANT. 


үү vici." 


OF TRUTH, |, WHILE 
LIVING, HAVE CONQUER- 
THE UNIVERSE.” 
ED wi RSE. THAT | KEEP THINKING 
d T тне | SHOULD теу το HELP 
PLACE Ι5 THE YOU, THE WAY YOU'RE 
ONLY UNIVERSE IYE 
GOT AT THE 
MOMENT. 


BUT THAT'S NOT 
RIGHT, I5 IT? THAT'S NOT 
TAKING RESPONSIBILITY 
| FOR MYSELF LIKE WHAT 
| YOU SAID, | WANT TO HELP 
ΤΩΝ ‘YOU, Y. | WANT το 
DO SOMETHING. 


1 WONT GET IN 
THE WAY, | PROMISE. 
CAN У? САМ 


1. I THINK 1 DO. | MEAN, 
PART OF ME JUST WANTS 
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— а) хош 
LIKE. (ТНК ( KNOW 


WESTMINSTER ABBE? 
DECEMBER 207% 


ONE RACE, ONE CREED, 
ONE HOPE IN THEE - WHO 
LOVED US IN OUR PAIN,» 
WHO LET US FALL NO’ 

VERY FAR-THAT WE 
SHOULD RISE AGAIN 


8902. THAT'S 


THAT, THEN, 


WHOSE GLORIOUS FEET IN КОМ 
| ARE SHOD -WHOSE HEART 15 
TEMPERED STEEL-HIM WHO 
Ê HATH GRANTED US THIS 
DAY-AND AT WHOSE 
THRONE WE KNEEL. 


ue REPRIEYE FROM ΤΗΥ 
FINAL JUDGMENT, THOLI 
WHO HAS PROVIDED LIS WITH 
THAT MOST TERRIBLE 
WARNING... 


WHO SENT THE FIRE, THE 
SCOURGING RAIN-OF THAT 
MOST DREADFUL NIGHT- 
WHO PLIRGED THE WICKED 
WITH HIS SWORD -YET 
GRANTED US RESPITE, 


HELPUS то BE WORTHY 
OF YOUR MERCY, AS WE 


p WERE WHEN ТНОШ DIDST 


TURN ASIDE THY WRATH, 

THAT WRATH WHICH DID. 

RAIN FIRE FROM THE 
HEAVENS. 


ONE, WHO 15 SURELY 
COME AMONGST LIS N 
THIS ноце OF OLI 


GREATEST TRIAL. 
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FOR | HAVE 

SEEN A VISION... A 
VISION OF DARK AND 
SATANIC BYIL THAT 


он, GOD, THOM WHO KNOW- 
EST ALL THAT WE DO, THOLI 
WHO ART OUR FATE AND 
FINAL DESTINY; HELP LIS 


THIS WE ASK IN THE 
МАМЕ OF THE FATHER, | 
AND OF THE SON, AND 
OF THE HOLY GHOST, 


COMETH FORTH FROM MEA TO CLEARLY PERCEIVE 
THE NIGHT To ENSNARE ДОЗА THY HOLY WILL. 
THE WEAK AND THE 


WLES OF THE EVIL ONE 
AND STAND FIRM IN THEE. 
ONE RACE, ONE NATION, 
UNITED N ТНУ LOVE. 


AN 
AVATAR. OF DAMNATION, 
WHO WILL SEEK то SULLY 
THY TRUTH WITH HIS моме 
OUS LIES AND SHALLOW 
SOPHISTICATIONS. 


Chapler Six 


THE VISION 


HELLO, CONRAD. 
DIDN'T GET A CHANCE TO HELLO, HELEN. NOT 60 
SPEAK To You BEFORE BAD. THE OLD MAN'S: 
WE WENT IN, HOW'S BEEN RIDING ME A SIT 
THINGS? ABOUT THIS TERRORIST 
CASE, Вит WHO CARES? 
HOW ARE THINGS 


GORE, TELL US ABOLIT 

THE TERRORIST, DEREK. 

15 (T TRUE HE BLEW LP Ш 
THE OLD BAILEY? 
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WELL, YES, IM AFRAID = 

тв, ACTUALLY BUT 

WE'LL CATCH HIM. SOONER 

OR LATER HE'LL MAKE 

A MISTAKE AND WHEN 
HE DOES... 


COH, Т SOUNDS DREAD- 
FULLY EXCITING, AREN'T 
YOLI GLAD YOU'VE GOT 
SUCH А RUTHLESS, IM- 
PLACABLE BRUTE FOR 

А HUSBAND, ROSEMARY, 


YOU'RE HALF AS LIVELY 
AND SOPHISTICATED AS 
HELEN HEYER PERHAPS YOU 

САМ AFFORD ТО TALK ABOUT 
HER, UNTIL THEN | SHOULD 
JUST SHUT LP IF | WERE YOU. 


VERY INSPIRING, YOUR 
GRACE, DIDN'T QUITE SEE 
THE POINT OF THAT BIT 
ABOLIT THE FORCES ОҒ 
SATAN AMONGST LS, 


BELIEVE МЕ YOU'RE 
LUCKY, YOU COULD BE STUCK, 
WITH A PROFESSIONAL PEEPING 
TOM LIKE CONRAD HERE. 
ENGLAND'S HIGHEST-PAID 


OH, YES. | KNOW. YOU 

WANT TO GET HOME So 

THAT ‘YOU САМ WATCH 

WHAT ΤΗΕ NEIGHBOLIRS DO AFTER 
SUNDAY LUNCH. RATHER THAN, 


HELEN, 1 
THINK WE'D 


JUST SHUT це 
THAT'S ALL. 


HMM. YES. А TRIFLE 
PURPLE | THOUGHT STILL, 
FATE WANTED Т INCLUDED 
AND WHO ARE WE ТО ARGUE 
WITH THE ALMIGHTY, 
MISERABLE GINNERS 
THAT WE ARE? 


DO ANYTHING OURSELVES, 


AHH, THERE THEY 20, 
ЖҮ HAPPY AND 
CONTENTED FLOCK... 


Бог. - 


SPIRITUALLY 
REFRESHED AND READY 
TO FACE THE WORLD АСАМ. 
DID YOU ENJOY THE SERMON 
TODAY, DENNIS? 


AND SPEAKING OF SN, | 

WONDER WHICH OF THE SEVEN, 

DEADLIES THE GOOD LORD 

WILL SEE FIT TO TEMPT МЕ 
WITH TODAY? 
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HA, HAHA, | WAS Ἷ IT SEEMS THERE WAS 
THINKING OF БОМЕ- GRACE. SHE'S WAT- SOME SORT OF MK-LIP 
THING A LITTLE LESS ING OUTSIDE AT THE лиң AT THE AGENCY. IT'S 
| NOT ONE OF THE USUAL 
GIRLS, SHE'S А 
HAS $ LITTLE OLDER... 

THE YOLNG 

LADY ARRIVED 


3 AH, WELL, IF 008 
HAERE NOT 700 3 COULD BEAR HIS DIS- 
OLD, | TRUST? ^ 


APPOINTMENTS, | SUPPOSE 
(MUST HAYE THE GOOD. 
GRACE TO LIKEWISE BEA 
MINE. SHOW HER IN, 
DENNIS, THERE'S 
А GOOD CHAR 


SHE ЗАҮБ HE'S 
FIFTEEN, YOLIR GRACE. 
А VERY NICELY SPOKEN 
YouNG LADY IF YOLI DONT 
MIND ME SAYING 50. 


TO THINK THAT | DOLIBTED 
FOR EYEN AN INSTANT 
YOUR DAZZLING LOYELIMESS. | 
MEA CLILPA, MY CHILD. 
MEA CULPA, 
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"BRING ME му BOW OF 


BURNING GOLD, 
BRING ME MY ARROWS OF DESIRE, 
BRING ME MY SPEAR, 
0 CLOLIDS UNFOLD, 
BRING ME MY CHARIOT 


P “NOR SHALL 
MY SWORD SLEEP 
- IN MY HAND... 
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HERE YOU ARE, GENTS. 
SOMETHING TO WARM 
THE INNARDS ON Я 
BLUSTERY NIGHT. 


BEATS ME WHY YOU PEOP! NO, WELL, IT'S ORDERS, 
"d RETTY 


HAVE TO STAND OUT HERE ΕΝΝΙΤΖ FROM Pi 


AT ALL, THOUGH. LOOKING BOY ALMOND. THIS. 
AFTER HIS GRACE 8 MY JOB. | TERRORIST THING'S PUT 
THE WIND UP THE PARTY, 


NO OFFENCE, МКО YOU. 
аат. 


ро VEAL? WHT... Ὢ 
он. OH YEAH, THAT 
Î LITTLE CHICK WITH 
755297415, Д 
(СЕ. 


OH, I'M SURE His. 
GRACE WON'T MIND 
ΜΕ ΒΧΡΕΝΟΙΝΦΑ 
вт OF CHRISTIAN 
CHARITY ON HIS 
GUARDIAN ANGELS, 


TENDING TO HIS 
GRACE? 


Е 8199077 
PRIVATE STOCK, IZZIT : 


OF COURSE, "HATE THE 


SIN, LOVE THE SINNER" Г 


INI 
ALWAYS SAY.HA HAHAHA! 


ин. „тв JUST SUCH 
Я МСЕ NIGHT WITH THE 
WIND АМО EVERYTHING... 


w 

> LUKE TO HEAR 
ΤΗΕ WIND. 1 THINK. 
IT'S... UH... EXCITING., 
KNOW WHAT 1 MEAN 


"THOSE RICH АМО MYSTERIOUS 

FORCES THAT STIR IN THE Y 

SHADOWY DEPTHS OF THE 
HUMAN SOUI 


UH, LOOK, DO YOU 
MIND Е ОРЕМ A 
WINDOW? 


NOW. IF WE 
TAKE THAT 


EXCITING. 
BUT OF COURSE. | 
EXCITING. 


Ж» 
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WELL... HEH НЕН... 
YOU READ SOME- І DON'T USUALLY 
THING RELIGIOUS. т 


VERY WELL. THERE S IT'S IN THE OTHER 
8 PARTICULAR GOOD ROOM... PERHAPS 
PIECE THAT TREAD JUST IF YOU'D STEP 
THIS MORNING. THIS WAY. 


R 
i 


UH, mug 18 
ΤΗΕ OTHER ROOM? 7 


у к—— 


моно те Ñ 
LOVELY. REALLY 5 
Wee - 
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Жел 550755 МЕСТЕ? РШ 
REE 149) бәт S RUN 


T WRATH... 


"ТНОЦ WHO HAS GRANTED “5. 


"THAT WRATH WI 
RAIN FIRE FROM 


"DEAR GOD. 


"HELP US TO RESIST THE 
TEMPTATIONS OF THE EVIL ONE... 


"WHO В SURELY COME нона 
US IN THIS пие RO OF 
GREATEST TR 


ΧΑΝ AVATAR OF DAMNATION, WHO 
WILL SEEK TO SULLY ΤΗΥ TRUTH B 
WITH HIS VAIN LIES AND SHALLOW 
SOPHISTICATIONS. 


VISION OF DARK 
SATANIC EVIL .. 
"OH GOD, THOU 
7 WHO KNOWEST 
ALL THAT WE 
DO... 


FOR VENDETTA 


"THOU мно ART OUR Ελ 
FATE GN? OUR FINAL 273 ^ 


aa 


ж ΠΕ us TO за THE WILES OF 
E THE EVIL ONE AND STAND FIRM IN THEE. 
— ONE Race, буе KON. UNITED IN ΤΗΥ 


< 
= 
[5 
ш 
a 
z 
ш 
> 
æ 
o 
ш 
> 


clos 
Е 


YOu Vi 
ΤΗΕ PLAC! 


СКЕО UP. 


ID YOU. 
p 


ЖЕСЕМ! 
20 9 
ш... 


Ε΄ 


U, 


IN Ag 


YOU CAN'T HIDE FROM 
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THE EAR DECEMBER 22 оо 


ОТ аре 


WHAT DO YOL MEAN, 
“WELL WHAT"? 


SLOW? I5 ROLLED OVER 
AND DIED, MATE. WHAT IS 
IT, ЕН? № THE ART OF 


SWITCH ІТ OFF, 
NORM, FOR 
CHRIST'S SAKE. 
ITS ром MY 


(MEAN, WHAT 15 IT 
ЧО Νπη PEOPLE? WHY 
= DONT PEOPLE HAYE IT 


σος, OFF ON А SUNDAY 
NIGHT ANYMORE ? 


5 
BECALISE | WORK NIGHT- 
SHIFTS WITH PILLOCKS 
LIKE YOU. 


Он YEAH, IT'S SUNDAY: 

ISNT IT? ‘CHILDRENS 

НОце! |р FORGOTTEN 
N ALL THE 


.. WAS LIKE HELL. 

MEN BURNING, 
CHOKING IN THE 
YELLOW FOG... 


-.АМ | SAW A BLACK 
SHAPE AGAINST THE 
FLAMES, A MAN, OH. 
GOD, WHO ARE YOL? 
WHO ARE YOL 
REALLY? 


YERH TUNE 

HER IN AND LET'S SEE 

WHAT THE FILTHY OLD 
ΡΕΥΙΑΝΤ’5 LIP TO 


2 
THIS WEEK. x AM THE DEVIL, 


AND | COME TO 
` DO THE DEVIL'S 
WORK 


THATS 
HIS GRACE, СОТА 
LOT OF MLISIC ON 
IN THE BACKGROUND. 
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THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD 
THEREFORE | CAN LACK NOTHING: 
HE SHALL PEED ME IN GREEN 
PASTURE AND LEAD ME 
FORTH BESIDE THE 
WATERS OF COMFORT. 、 


YEA, THOLIGH | WALK 
THROLIGH THE VALLEY OF 
THE SHADOW OF DEATH, 
1 WILL FEAR NO 
EVIL 


THE VALLEY 


== — Shi 


PHONE BUNNY ETHERIDGE 
GET НМ ОНТ OF BED 
AND WHATSIZNAME 
AT THE FINGER. 


ANP ERIC FINCH. 


HE SHALL CONVERT 
MY SOUL AND BRING 
ME FORTH IN THE 

PATHS OF RIGHTEOLIS- 
NESS, FOR HIS NAMES 
SAKE. 
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YEAH. IUST LET ME THINK 

А MINUTE, DOMINIC... NOW, 

BEFORE THE GIRL VANISHED 

SHE MUST HAYE REMOVED 

ONE OF THE LIGHT FUSES, 

PLUNGING ΤΗΕ APART- 
MENT INTO 


WE KNOW 
THAT BECALISE THE 
CLOCK- RADIO WAS ON 


MINUTES PAST FIYE. 


THINK IPS SAFE TO assume ἈΝ. 
SHE WAS AN ACCOMPLICE 
AND SHE SCARPERED.. 


GIRLS. HONESTLY, 
THAT'S... WE FOUND 
THESE MAGAZINES... 


Те тивнев E W THEN НЕ РЕ A 
BISHOP THROHGH RECORD ON. 
INTO THS ROOM, 


THE STEREO 

|6 ON A DIFFERENT 

CIRCUIT TO THE 
LIGHTS. 
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AND 
THEN НЕ SAYS: “FIVE. OF COLIRSE. IT WAS YOH ON 
η, ایتا د‎ THAT NIGHT. MY GOD, 1 STILL 
BISHOP... SOMETHING | № DREAM ABOLIT rT. | HAVEN'T 


THAT'S A QUOTE. | 
"Т WAS LIKE HELL. MEN 
BURNING... CHOKING IN THAT BIT ABOUT 
THE YELLOW FOG, AND A 
BLACK SHAPE AGAINST 


THE DEVIL'S 
o ала WORK, 
THE FLAMES. A MAN. ` 


‹ 


“он GOD, WHO ARE YOU? 
WHO ARE YOL REALLY?” 


FAMOUS MURDER тя 7 — THEN CODENAME 
NEARLY ους ys Y READS ОТ THE SHADOW OF 
ZH "тект: THIRD 

SAL; 


CHUMMY, ALRIGHT, 
DEATH, | WILL V HOLD IT RIGHT 
FEAR NOEViL.ge THERE... 


5 
THE BT WHERE THE 
W VALET, DENNIS, COMES 
\ = Mf, N. LISTEN. THE STEREO 


SUDDENLY SHLITS 
OFF. 
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"ALRIGHT. ALRIGHT, IM GOING TO 
COLINT TO FIVE. | WANT YOL то 
STEP OYER BY THE WINDOW 
WITH YOR HANDS ON YOUR 
"НЕ HASN'T HURT 
ME. BE CAREFUL, 
DENNIS, НЕЗ" 


THEYRE 
TALKING ОМ 
THIS ВП; BUT THE 
MUSIC NEAR ENOLIGH 
WIPES IT OLT. TALKING 


ABOLIT RELIGION. 
THERE'S SOMETHING THAT | 


SOUNDS LIKE "KILL ME 
SENTIMENT’. UST 
GIBBERISH... AND THEN 

Y TALK 


"YES. YES. LOOK, PLEASE. 


MIRACLE OF TRANSUBSTAN - 

TIATION WHEN THE WAFER 

TRANSFORMS ΝΤΟ THE ВОСУ 
OF CHRIST. CATHOLIC 


ΕΝ IT 
REACHED HIS 
ABDOMEN IT WAS 
STILL CYANIDE. 
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| WANT YOL 
το SWALLOW 
m. 


THROLIGH. THE 
BISHOP WAS POISONED. 
THE HOST WAS FULL 
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THE NOSE, NEW SCOTLAND YARD. 


9 LP A LITTLE, 
DECEMBER 23RD CPN EE ТНАТ 


THROUGH THE SKIN WITH 
INCREDIBLE FORCE. 


2 MM. THE LEADER'S 
THE HELP, CELIA, ME AND AUTHORIZED Ач 
THE LAD ARE SITING EXTENSION LINK FORI 
UP WITH THIS CASE ME. THINGS MUST BE 
TONIGHT. YOLI'YE GIVI DESPERATE. НЕ 6 
LS SOMETHING ELSE 1 USUALLY FUNNY 
TO CHEW OYER. 3 


LIKE YOU'VE ALREADY 
y _ BITTEN OFF ENOUGH 
Г το RUIN YOLE CHRISTMAS. | 
DIDN'T DOMINIC TELL ME 
THAT YOLI WERE GOING το 
CONSLILT FATE? 


CAN YOU TELL LIS ANY 
THING ABOLIT THIS? WE 
FOUND TWO OF THEM... 

ONE IN THE CARRIAGE WHEN HE 
GRABBED LEWS шш 


* VOLET CARSON. 

VD HEARD THAT STRAIN 
HAD DIED SINCE THE WAR. 
THE OTHER IN THOUGHT à BOTANIST MIGHT 
THE BISHOP'S ВЕ ABLE ТО SHED SOME 

ROOM... LIGHT ON IT... 


V FOR VENDETTA 


V, (T'S ME AS 
WELL! IM IN- 
YOWNED. YOH 
ia, NVOLYED ЖЕ, 


an Nine 

ЛАЛ ΥΕΝ, 
трае mnm 
изнанош 


AND AS 
FOR МЕ INVOLVING: 
YOL, 1 SEEM TO RE- 
MEMBER THAT 10 


“THERE 15 MORE BEHIND 
AND INSIDE Y THAN 
ANY OF 18 HAD 
SUSPECTED, NOT 
мно, Вит WHAT 
WHAT IS SHE." 
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KNIGHTSBRIDGE . 
же жәме ALMOND. 


YOu 
DON'T TALK TO 
ΜΕ, YOU DONT: 
WITH ME, YOU DON'T 
HAVE SEX WITH. 


! HAVE 
THAT FAT BASTARD 
RIDING ME ALL DAY 
ABOUT THIS TERRORIST 
CASE, | HAYE 2 
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lu 


Г 


5 
f 
E 


ΗΜ 


— J 
— 


πατῶν 
iN, 
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THE SHADOW GALLERY "LET'S DIG AN "YES? SAID SILKY. "BUT 
^ ENORMOLIS CASTLE!” WE WENT 
TO THE FARAWAY 
TREE, THIS LAND WILL. 
SOON BE MOVING ON- 
AND NICE AS IT IS. 
WE DON'T WANT TO. 
LIVE HERE FORI 


Wi 5 
CAN'T," SAID SILKY, 4 
SUDDENLY LOOKING 

SAD “WHY NOT? WHY 
NOT?” CRIED JO IN 


D 
FATHER COULDN'T 
POSSIBLY DO 
WITHOUT 146..." 
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..80 SAY THAT AGAIN, 
DOMINIC. YOL RAN 

A CHECK ON ALLOCATIONS 
OF ROOM NUMBERS 


ITS BRILLIANT, 
DOMINIC | 
BRILLIANT: + 


NOW, LET'S 
FOLLOW THIS THROUGH 


YOL SEE, YOLI SAID THAT. 
IT WAS THE"Y"THING THAT 
WAS THE KEY τοπ ALL, 
AND LEWIS PROTHERO 
В KEPT TALKING ABOLIT 
"ROOM FIVE" AND IN 
ROMAN NUMERALS FIVE 
18 Y, AND... 


.. AND IT WAS THÉ 
RESETTLEMENT 
CAMPS. THEY WERE 
THE ONLY PLACES 
THAT NUMBERED 
ROOMS WITH ROMAN 
NUMERALS. 


Бема, 
IMEAN, TS фы 


THE 
BISHOP. BY CHRIST, 
LAD, | THINK YOLINE. 
CRACKED ІТ, | SUPPOSE 
т COULD BE CONCI- 
DENCE Вит IT'S THE 


CAMP WE CAN INTERVIEW 
THEM AND SEE WHAT 
ELSE COMES LIP. FATE 
CAN GIVE LIS A LIST 
NAMES HANG ON... 


DECEASED... DECEAGED... 
DECEASED. THEY'RE DEAD, 
DOMINIC, ALL DEAD. 
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DECEMBER 2378, /997 ANIGHTSSRIDGE, 


ме AD жез МОМ. 


= QUINN, ANDREW EAMON. 
DECEASED 25,12,95, FILE 
CLOSED ROUSE, WILLIAM . 
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HE'S KILLED THE 


„FILE CLOSED, HE'S KILLED 
BLOODY LOT OF 


THEM, DOMINIC, EVERYONE WHO 
EVER WORKED AT LARKHILL за 
САМР ONE BY ONE, OVER 

THE PAST РОЦЕ YEARS... 


ТНБ БА LIST OF ALL 
THE MEN AT LARKHILL. 
WERE THERE ANY 
WOMEN? 


BUT You DONT KNOW 
SIR. SOME OF THEM 
BE ACCIDENTAL 


VERY MUCH 2/02 NATURAL. 
DEATH, FOR CHRIST'S SAKE DOMINIC, 
№ «ος AT IT! WE HAD IT ALL WRONG, 
А | WAS TALKING TO. 
HER A COUPLE OF HOURS 
AGO. | GAVE HER THAT 
ROSE To LOOK ЯТ. 


HE WAS AT LARKHILL. 
HE MUST HAVE BEEN, 
AND NOW EVERYBODY 
WHO COULD HAVE 
TOLD LIS ANY- 
THING. 


MADE H$ Fi 

COCK ЦР HE COULDN'T 

«NOW THAT YOLID CRACK 

THE LARKHLL CONNEC- 

TION BEFORE HE GOT TO, 
DELIA. 


WE THOUGHT HE 
APPEARED OUT OF 
THE BLUE TWO. 
MONTHS AGO, 


AND ALL THIS 
TME., OH GOD ALL THOSE 
‘PEOPLE, THAT'S MONSTROUS, 
THAT'S PURE BLOODY EVIL. 


Ν 

Mamm 

asit 88%; 1995) 
\ 


μοι 90151 


T 
m 


THS TIME WELL 
BE WAITING FOR 


HIM. 
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[3] 
THOUGHT | WOULD 
BE. BUT IM NOT, IM. 
RELIEVED OH 600 ALL 
THESE YEARS. ALL 
THIS WAITING. 


I KNEW THEN THAT 
ONE Mr WUD COME 


AMERICANS DID, T 
RS WORKING А SHOCK GENERATOR. 
YOLUNTEERS WERE TOLD THAT ( 
WAS WIRED 70 A PATIENT IN AN 


ING FOR МЕ THAT 


AFTER A WHILE THE 
LA WERE CHOKED 


START ADMINISTERING 
ELECTRIC SHOCKS. 


THEY WERE TOLD 
το GRADUALLY ВЕ 


па ar сода 
D THEY ECL 


NEARLY 80% 
OF THOSE TESTED 
ED ON ADMINISTER- 


CARRIE! 
Se as AFTER THE 


СПИ BEGGED oum TO 
SOP NEARLY 60% С 
TINUED EVEN = a 
THEY BELIEVED THAT 
THEY'D KILLED HIM. 


HELLO? veo y 4 
ALMOND 
SPEAKING. 


YEAH; 
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THERE 
6 NO CONCI- 
Зе E Юн 
LY THE ILI 
OF COINCIDENCE. А 
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` = 
` S 


\ 
(те 
BEAUTIFUL... 


< 
= 
Е 
ш 
a 
= 
m 
> 
æ 
° 
> 
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CHRISTMAS EVE, 1997. 2 Oy AM, W MR FINCH... 
"7 | ER... SOMEBODY'S 
GONE To TELL 


GOOD WOMAN. SHE 
WORKED ALL 5-7 
RE 


4 DOCTOR. 


ща 
SICK OF STORIES, 
DOMINIC. M SICK. 
OF FACTS AND 
DATES AND DEAD, 
BODIES: IM. 
τοῦ OLD, 
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ITSA 
VENDETTA, 
LEADER, 


pler Cleve 


_THEVORTEX 


AT AROUND TEN O'CLOCK 
LAST NIGHT, CODENAME 
WW" ENTERED THE HOME 


BEFORE HE COULO LEAVE 
THE PREMISES, СОЇ ме 


AS-YET-UNIDENTIFIED 
POISON, РЕ, SURRIDGE 
IS DEAD. 


1115. 
POSSIBLE THAT HE 
INJECTED HER WHILE 


ME. ALMOND WAS VISITING THE DOCTOR AFTERWARDS, HOWEVER, 
TO WARN HER THAT МУ DEPARTMENT HAD WE DID FINO THE DOCTOR'S 
ESTABLISHED А LINK BETWEEN THE 

ABDUCTION OF LEWIS PROTHERO АКО 

THE KILLING OF BISHOP LILLIMAN. WITH HER TIME AT LARK- 
HILL. SINCE THIS MORNING 
TIVE READ iT SEVEN 
TIMES. 


BUT І THINK 
I KNOW WHAT 
HE 18, 


BOTH OF THEM HAD 
BEEN EMPLONEO AT 
LARKHILL RESETTLEMENT 
M CAMP DURING 1992 AND'S3. 
80 HAD DR. SURRIOGE, 
МЕ TRIED TO WARN НЕК. 


u AND 
1 STILL DON'T 
KNOW WHO 
CODENAME'V'IS, 


WE WERE 
TOO LATE. 
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тати Идан KEN EXCERPTS FROM 


RY, BALANCED THEM 
Against AN OWN FINDINGS. 
PLACED THEM IN ORDER, 
the STORY THAT EMERGES 15, 
FRANKLY, INCREDIBLE ,,, 


SHOW МЕ МУ ея STOCK ONCE 
ІО SETTLED IN, AND DID SO THIS 

"GOD, THIS PLACE NOON. 

6 MISERABLE. 


аш E AMA 
“THEY'RE A POOR BUNCH. PROTHERO 
TELLS ME THAT THEIR HABITS ARE 
FILTHY. NONE OF THEM WILL BE ANY 
USE ТО ME IF I DON'T GET TO WORK 


TO YOU, ON THEM SOON. 
UMAY 17 : ALMOST FINISHED THE FINAL DRAFT "MAY 23 в»: PROTHERO HAS PICKED THE TUNE Sm: WELL, WE DID IT, ALL 
ο ore [тз ο ace Mss a m 
= = n AFTERNOON. THEY! ΤΕ Her ми 


"HORMONE RESEARCH S ALMOST TOU ERRUN FOR ANY 
SS NHEN RATS ος EABEITS THEM. rath 


ate HIM. 


ία THERE ARENO CLEAR PATTERNS 
EMERGING AS TO WHICH GROUP 5 
СЕТ ONE OF THE LACES, DONI QUICKEST. IF ANYTHING, THE WOME ВУ 
И MOBE RESISTANT TIAN THE МЕМ. 
CONDITION. ERAN THE BLACK WOMEN, GIU 


"OF THE 
ORIGINAL FOUR 
DOZEN, OVER SEVENTY- 
FIVE PERCENT ARE 
DEAD 


FRITA BOYD, THE M τα, RT TER-TIME. 


DURING THE RUTOP: FOUND FOUR TINY 
αἱ VESTIGIAL 102955 FORMING WITHIN THE 
M CALF OF HER LEG. 
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мены: ONLY FIVE LEFT NOW. TWO MEN 


SERN: THERE DOESN'T SEEM 
AND THREE. Коман WHICH Me TO CONTRA- ТО BE ANYTHING WRONG WITH НІМ. 
Bet MY ENTRY OF THE 9TH OF JUNE. WE'VE № Е ANOMALIES, 
HOUSED THEM IN INDIVIDUAL CUBICLES AT THE ING. 
MEDICAL BLOCK. 


те “HIS PERSONALITY HAS 
BECOME TOTALLY MAGNETIC. 
"THE MAN IN ROOMS IS A REALLY Tagus SOMETHING ABOUT 
M 1 IT 
| FASCINATING сав! ΤΗΕ WAY НЕ LOOKS AT YOU, 


"HE LOOKED AT ME TODAY JUL i2m:PATEL, THE ASIAN IN CUBICLE 
а "TI THINK HIS BEHAVIOR PATTERNS THREE, DIED TODAY, HIS LIVER HAD 

% ane He BORED PT ARE WHAT INTEREST ME. THEY'RE CEASED FUNCTIONING. HAVEN'T HAD 
ME AS РНЕ FELT SORRY | Я CHANCE TO OPEN HIM UP AND FIND 
Е 3 


THAT SOMEONE м 


Важна EJ 
|6 FACE 15 VERY UGLY. I'VE "I'VE BEEN SPENDING A LOT ОҒ 
КНМ eala ABOUT IT ALL DEVELOPS. PROTHERO SRID AS 


TIME STUDYING ROOM 5 AGAIN, 
MUCH THIS MORNING, WE'LL SEE. I'M AFRAID. 


M 

GARDEN SUPPLIES AND Hi 

GIVEN M A PATCH ТО GROW 
WERS ON. 

a 


"HE'S ον NOW, 
FAT TOAD. ROOM 


BE R GENIUS RT 
рече 


ац. TAKE SOME. 
PERSUADING. HES STILL 
A LITTLE DISTURBED BY 
WHAT FIVE DID I ΤΗΕ 
AMMONIA -BASED 
FERTILISER THAT 
HE ORDERED. 


"HE'S SORTED OUT THE WHI Пер 
IT LOOKS LIKE BEING Я GOOD УЕ 
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PTEMBER 2414: PROTHERO ON MY 


"ITS iot IN pas De 

ΤΣ CELL. IT MAKES A KIND OF © 
ЕТЕ! ТЕК НЕ SITS, 821252 

ҚЫ HOURS IN THE CENTRE О! 

THE BMMONIA ек HIS E ιδ, 


A NEW SYN? RI EN 


s NEXT ENTRY T WANT 


О READ WAS MADE ON ne 
DECEMBER 24TH, 1993, WITH TRE WORDS 


AND IT REFERS TO ΤΗΕ | y š 
EVENTS OF THE Pede ا‎ 
IT SANS "NO, CAN'T WRITE 


PREVIOUS DAY. 
ABOUT IT YET, CAN'T 
HOLD." AND THEN 
ANOTHER GAP, 


WHEN IT 

RESUMES, IT'S 

IN А DIFFERENT . 
COLORED 


INK не 


"THE ONES AT THE FRONT Раб 
ΓΩ INI ΤΗΕ GAS. 
ка EVERYWHERE. 


* NOV.Sm:HIS CUBICLE I$ COVERED 
WITH SO MUCH JUNK. THE AMMO- 
NIA SMELLS TERRIBLE AND THERE 
16 Я SORT OF SWIMMING POOL. 
SMELL TOO. LORD KNOWS WHERE 
THAT COMES FROM. 


"I'M SURE THAT IN HIS MIND ALL d 
Tus 524 гаа SENSE. 
N INSURE o 


MESS. (T WAS ABOUT 


A WHEN WE HEARD THE 
N. 


"В FEW OF US WENT OUT THROUGH 
ΤΕ REAR DOOR TO AVOID THE GAS | 
Ц COULD HEA PEOPLE SCREAM- 


"ΜΕΝ SCREAMING. 

1 НАТЕ THAT. I HATE 
THE SOUND OF MEN 
SCREAMING, 


V FOR VENDETTA 


"IN THE CENTRE OF THE CAMP, EVERY- '1 RAN, BUT EVERYO! NE WAS 
THING WAS ON FIZE. WHILE WE WERE RUNNING, AND ALL IN ПЕРЕ 
TRYING то WORK QUT WHAT WAS ENT DIRECTIONS. IT WAS 


GOING ON, THE OVENS EXPLODED, ν HORRIBI 


IT WAS THE MAN ім ROOM Гу, 
aoe HAD GOT OUT, WHO HAD 


ви PN, HE BLEW IT UP, HE 


a IF 1 WERE QN INSECT. OH 
IAN DES YARD, 2 SAW HIM. GOD. E FI WERE SOMETHING! 
E FLAMES BEHIND р MOUNTED ON Я SLIDE. 


"HE LOOKED RT ME. 
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"HE'S GONE. THE CAMP 
ING CLOSED, 


"SOME OF THAT (22 YEARS WAS PERHAPS 


IBORATE GROUND 


THE ELA 
CURRENT МАМОЕШУ 
roe N ο νὰ A BABE OF 5 
ATIONS FOR HIMSELF. 


Е ратан T 
Kb EU NIDENCE. 


ARE VISITED BISHOP LILLIMAN 
MADE HIM SWi НЫС a 
Ed БҮ: N nore. 
THAT'S А DREADFUL, DEGRAD: 
ING WAY FOR ЯМАМ Hike THAT. 


Ex You, 


THAT'S THE LAST ENTRY UNTIL 
SIX MONTHS LATER WHEN. 


| Become co 
BECOME CODE 


"BETWEEN 1993 AND 1997, 
OVER FORTY PEOPLE WHO 
WERE PREVIOUSLY ar СЕК | Εν 
TH WHAT Wi ARATI 
9 


AL DEATHS. EVENTUALLY, 
ONLY THREE КЕМА! МЕР, 


"THE THREE HE'D 
Ене UNTIL 
LAST. 


сака: Hi 
A HUMANE MONA 
THIS DIARY AND... ` 


AN Si 


SORT OF BLACK RY 
TH о MATO ο 


ΩΝ 
PERHAPS YOU CANT. 


*Т DON'T KNOW, T DON'T KNOW. 
SHE'S DEAD NOW, 
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"HER, AND EVERYBODY ELSE WHO} 
СЕКЕР AT LARKHILL. HER AND 
VERYBODY ELSE WHO COULD 
AVE IDENTIFIED HIM: 


"NOU SEE, THERE ARE 
TWO POSSIBLE MOTNES 
MERE. NOT ONE. 


"THE SECOND MOTIVE 15 MORE 
ANET R. LIKE T SAID, EVERYONE 


НО COULD HAVE IDENTIFIED HIM 


15 NOW DEAD, 


ñ 


pui MOTIVE zi REVENGE. 
НЕ ESCAPES FROM LARKHILL AND 
VOWS TO GET EVEN WITH HIS 
TORMENTORS. THE PARLIAMENT 
BOMBING AND THE OTHER STUFF 
1$ JUST ñ SMOKESCREEN. 


“THE WHOLE EXERCISE WAS АМ 


ELABORATE, CHILLING VENDETTA, 


WHAT IF HE'S PLANNING| 
SOMETHING ELSE 7 


THATS THE Этом THAT 
I FINO MOST 
FUNNILN EN ΠΝ 


"BECAUSE THAT MEANS HE'S 
FINISHED NOW. THAT MEANS 
IT'S OVER, 


cm mo DIARY THAT WEI 
UNG... IT WAS IN FULL VIEW 

δὲ HE DOCTOR'S WRITING, 

BUREAU. WE DIDN'T HAVE ТО 


SEARCH FOR IT. 


"WHAT IF HE'S JUST Bee 
CLEARING THE GROUN! 


THE LEFT T THERE T SURE "ҮНЕМ WE FOUN 
OF iT. НЕ WANTED US TO. THE РА: 
FIND IT. HE WANTS US TO OUT. IT WASN' 


ΕΝ HE 5 JENI! 
KNOW THÉ STORY. Kop WHO DID THAT. 


ОЕ BLACK OR WHI 


"AND FURTHERMORE, IF HIS. 
VENDETTA 1822222259 OVER. 


НУ DID HE Core | WHETHER] 
WE KNEW OR КО 


"HE'S PLAYING gomas WITH 
en 2,34 όσα MES g 


Е JUS 
рае DESIGN ὃν icd 


бете BAe TA MED 


"Вит AND HERE'S A FUNNY 
THING... HE DIDN'T WANT US 
TO KNOW ALL OF IT. 


|"... ANO AS DEADLY." 


Μα, ЕНЕН CAN ЧОП EXPECT 
BELIEVE THAT АМҮ- 
ONE КОШУ ML ONER PIETY 


PEOPLE FOR NO ОТН: 
(SON THAN To PROVIDE 


HIMSELF WITH A COVER 
STORY? 


YOU SEE, YOU DEAL WITH 

SOMETHING LIKE THIS v. 

A SCHEME THAT'S AS INGENIOUS 

AS IT IS IRRATIONAL АМР IT'S 

LIKE WALKING ON QUICK- 

Зама YOU GET SLOWLY 
SUCKED INTO IT. 


AT LARKHILL, WE DIDN'T KEEP 
RECORDS OF WHAT WENT ON AT 
ANY OF THE CAMPS. τ SUPPOSE 

WE WERE BEING CAUTIOUS, 


V FOR VENDETTA 


LOOK... FOR ALL WE KNOW, 
БА DIARY COULD BEA 
COMPLETE AND UTTER FAKE, 
CODENAME "v" COULD HAVE 

WRITTEN IT HIMSELF, 


NEVER HAVE BEEN 
AT LARKHILL AT ALL, 
РО YOU ЗЕЕ? IT COULD 
ALL BE ANOTHER SMOKE- 
N, A FALSE TRAIL, 
ANOTHER COVER STORY и, 


THis Vicious: SA 
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NOR HAVE | ANY- 
THING UP ΜΥ 
SLEE 


Анн... BUT ISEE YOU 
HAYE ALREADY MADE 
UP YOUR MIND, YERY 
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WELL. WHAT | MEAN IS, 


THAT YOU, LIH... 
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ци 


“- 


WU, THE WAY YOURE 
HELPING ME, THAT'S 
THE DEAL,ISNT ITP 


| WON'T DO # NOT 

ANY MORE yn 

KILLING; 2 EVER AGAIN. 
Y ' 


ZZ: ` 
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LET'S GO 
BACK INSIDE. 
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ROGER DASCONBE WHEN | LEFT HE SHOOK 
HE y MY HAND AND TOLD 


_ ws 
>. ASKED HOW | WAS ME το RING HIM IF | 
F COPING WITH THE NEEDED ANYTHING, 


SMILED, JUST BRIEFLY, | 
AS НЕ Saip IT 


А PLACE WHERE PEOPLE 
ЗА DIFFERENTLY, A BLEAK PLACE, YOU'RE 
GONE, DEREK... 
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„AND DEREK, WHERE | AM, IT'S 
COLD AND ITS DARK AND Т5 
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aw AND IT MIGHT NOT BE 


[ЦЕ | соиреЕТЕСУ anp иттекіу 


ТІ 


| SAID NO. HE SAD TO RING 
HIM IF | CHANGED MY MIND, 


104 


AND THE ELECTRICITY 
AND ΤΗΕ PHONE, 


ὋΝ THE GRUBBY, BROKEN CINEMA 
Е Cy MEMORY, 


W TRYING TD HANG ON. HANG ON 

TO SOMETHING EVEN THOLIGH | 

KNOW IT'S GONE. EVEN THOUGH 

| KNOW ЮЦ ARENT THERE 
ANYMORE, 
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VLL GO BACK INTO THE CORNERS 
OF THE PAST, EVEN THE 


SHADOWY, SORDID CORNERS... 
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V FOR VENDETTA 


ARE YOL READY 
FOR A TAXI? | 
| A THOLIGHT COFFEE 
AT MY PLACE... 
^ 


— 
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j 


STORM SAXON 
5 FIGHTING 
BACKS. 
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THATS: 
"YOLI HAVE TO 
LAUGH," COMING: 
NEXT HERE ONONE. 
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PROMOTION, SID! | THINK . 
HE'S 15 ЕЕ 
ON MES 
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IT ISN'T A PRETTY. je "Beer bar 
PICTURE, IS IT? HOW- Te YEAR оса 
EVER, SLOWLY AND я 
SURELY, THE SNA. 

ARE BEING DRIYEN 

FURTHER NORTH.. 


"ЦМТЕ THEN, 
GOOD-NIGHT. 


WELL, NEXT WEEK INTERFACE 
LOOKS AT SOME SATELLITE 
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ERS EARRING че 
JACK WARNER. 


„AND ESPECIALI 
WHEN IT INVOLVES 
INNOCENT ΡΒΟΡΙ. 
LIKE WH OR L 


NOW MYMEL “ 
ARE FALLING OLIT/ == 
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„>- BLOODY РЕЛЈЮҒ З 
ES ФОМЕ." 


4 — 
Щ ‘DAD! TELLY'5 PACKED ЦР" 
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[FEBRUARY 2540, (98: PEAK TIME. 


` 1 SUPPOSE 
YOU'RE WONDERING 
WHY I'VE CALLED ν “ἡ 


OH, | KNOW, | KNOW. 
YOU'VE BEEN WITH THE 
COMPANY A LONG TIME 
NOW. ALMOST... LET МЕ 
SEE. ALMOST TEN 
THOUSAND YEARS! MY 
WORP, DOESN'T 

TIME FLY? 


IT SEEMS LIKE 
ONLY YESTERDAY... 


WELL, YOU SEE, 1M NOT 
ENTIRELY SATISFIED WITH 
YOUR PERFORMANCE LATELY... 
М ΑΕΚΑΙΡ YOUR WORK'S 

BEEN SLIPPING, AND... 


24. AND, WELL, 

ИМ AFRAID WE'VE 
BEEN THINKING ABOUT 

LETTING YOU GO. 


1 REMEMBER THE DAY YOU 
COMMENCED YOUR EMPLOYMENT, 
SWINGING DOWN FROM THE 
TREES, FREGH-FACED AND 
NERVOUS, A BONE CLASPED 
IN YOUR BRISTLING FIST... 


START, SIR?" YOU 


ASKED, PLAINTIVELY. 


1 RECALL MY EXACT WORDS: 
“THERE'S A PILE OF DINOSAUR, 
EGGG OVER THERE, YOUNG- 
STER; | SAID, SMILING 
PATERNALLY THE WHILE. 
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AND, | MIGHT ADD, 
IN YOUR GENERAL 


STANDARD OF 
μὲς BEHAVIOUR. 


THE CONSTANT BICKERING ON 
THE FACTORY FLOOR HAS NOT 
ESCAPED MY ATTENTION... 


RECENT BOUTS 
OF ROWDINESS IN 
THE STAFF CANTEEN. 


HMM. WELL, 

1 DIDN'T REALLY 
WANT TO HAVE ТО 
BRING THIS UP BUT. 


1 UNDERSTAND: 
THAT YOU ARE UNABLE 


YOU SHOUT. VIOLENCE 
HAS BEEN MENTIONED. 


WELL, YOU SEE, 
ГУЕ BEEN HEARING 
SOME DISTURBING 
RUMOURS ABOUT 
YOUR PERSONAL 


* NO, NEVER YOU 
MIN? WHO TOLD 
ME. NO NAMES, 
NO PACK DRILL... 


+++ THE ONE 
YOU SHOULDN'T 
HURT AT ALL. 
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ANP WHAT ABOUT THE WHAT ARE THEY TO MAKE OF 
CHILDREN? IT'S ALWAYS YOUR BULLYING, YOUR DESPAIR, 
THE CHILDREN WHO SUFFER, YOUR COWARDICE AND ALL YOUR 
AS YOU'RE WELL AWARE. FONDLY NURTURED BIGOTRIES? 


MITES. WHAT ARI 
THEY TO MAKE OF ІТ? 


REALLY, IT'S NOT 


«- THOUGH, TO BE SURE, 
6007 ENOUGH, 15 IT? 


THÉ MANAGEMENT 
|6 VERY BAD. 
BAD MANAGEMENT, 


EITHER... 


IN FACT, LET US 

NOT MINCE WORDS... 

THE MANAGEMENT 
16 TERRIBLE! 


ВИТ WHO ELECTED, 
THEM? 
8 


WE'VE НАР A STRING OF 

EMBEZZLERS, FRALIDS, LIARS F 

AND LUNATICS MAKING A 

STRING OF CATASTROPHIC 4 ailes THIS 16 
DECISIONS. PLAIN FACT. 
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ІТ WAS YOL/ YOU WHO APPOINTED WHILE I'LL ADMIT THAT ANYONE CAN 
THESE PEOPLE! YOL WHO GAVE THEM MAKE A MISTAKE ONCE, TO GO ON 
THE POWER TO MAKE YOUR DECISIONS 

FOR YOU! m 


You HAVE ENCOURAGED 
THESE MALICIOUS 
INCOMPETENTS, WHO 
HAVE MAPE YOUR 
WORKING LIFE A 
SHAMBLES. 


WITHOUT QUESTION ч 
THEIR SENSELESS 
ORDERS. 


YOU HAVE ALLOWED 
‘THEM TO FILL YOUR 
WORKSPACE WITH 
DANGEROUS AND 


YOU COULD 
HAVE STOPPED 
THEM. 


ALL YOU HAD 1 WILL, HOWEVER, i YOU WILL BE GRANTED 


(44/05. You HAVE NO 
SPINE. YOU HAVE 
ко PRIDE., a 


TO SAY WAS BE GENEROUS. 


|^ YOU ARE NO 4 
LONGER AN ASSET q 
TO THE COMPANY. 


TWO YEARS TO SHOW ME 
SOME IMPROVEMENT IN 
YOUR WORK. IF AT THE END 
OF THAT TIME YOU ARE 
STILL LINWILLING TO 

MAKE A GO OF IT... 
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ow 
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YOU MAY RETURN Το” 
YOUR LABOURS. s 
4s 


YOU'RE FIRED. Ш 
THAT WILL BE ALL. 
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APTERS 


Т WASN'T HIS FALLT HED ОМУ 
BEEN ON THE JOB FOR A WEEK... 
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τομ HEARD WHAT HE 

DID? BLOODY INGENIOUS. 
BREAKS INTO JORDAN TOWER, 
ива πο. m ЩЕ CREW 


THE BUILDING WITH. 


HIS DESK: CONSOLE, 


HE KNEW THE TRANSMITTER 
WAS INSIDE THE TOWER. 
MUST'VE, WITH THE BUILD- 
ING SEALED OFF, HE KNEW 
WE COULDN'T GET IN AND 
PULL THE PLUG ON HIM 
STRAIGHT AWAY. 


BLOODY’ 
INGENIOUS, 


HE CIDN'T EVEN 
PUT UP A FIGHT, 
THEY JUST OPENED. 
LIP WITH THE 
ν΄ SHOOTERS AND... 


ών МЕ сех 


DASCOMBE. 
WHERE |5 НЕ? 


HOW LONG 
БО. THIS ΚΩΝ ? 


HE'D SENT EVERYONE 


Ж 
But. 


TEN 
MINUTES, TEN 

OR FIFTEEN 
MINUTES, 
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THERE'S THE SLIMMEST 

CHANCE THAT HE'S STILL 

INSIDE THE BUILDING 
SOMEWHERE. 


Г SEARCH IT. 


„AND THEN PERHAPS 
ONE OF YOUR WOODEN- 
TOPS OULD CALL ΟΝ MR. 
ALMOND'S WIDOW, SHE 
AND DASCOMBE HAD 
BEEN CLOSE LATELY. 


WHEN 
Mm mus Cee 


5 AMAN? Д 


un Васко, ASE Ez 
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WHEN ARE YOU 
GOING то LESEN? 
TE ERY 


HM YOL MAKE A MISTAKE 
1 ISTAK 
CANT WiTH НИК AND 
YOURE DEAD 


(TS ALRIGHT, 
LAPDY YOU 
LET HM 
CARRYON. ` EVERYBODY 
KNOWS HES 
BEEN IN A STATE 
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THE LEADER MIS GOD ABOUT. 
FREELY | EXPECTED A 
LOT MORE OFA ROLLICKING 
THAN / GOT... 


AND THEN SENDING 
ME HERE TO AORTA, 


SEMONG ME OW 9 HOLIDAY FOR Bene 246 NEE COANE WL CAH 
8225. 2 / MEAN, THERE: ENOLIGH. TOOK ME AN HOLE TO 
NOTHING HERE SINCE THE 99 GET THR Dalit AND WE TALKED 


FOP ΑΟ 


4502247 HE MUST 226 AD жадын 
> >= 2 Lo 
EA WORRIED ABOLIT | ABOLT ME ANO DELIG? 


POEL DELIA, ینسر‎ 
22 


SHE SAD SHE AONT, BT... WELL, 
< SHE NEVER ZO ME 480047 Ñ 
WHAT SHED DME AT LARATULL. 


WE ONLY DIDIT THREE TIMES, 
344 TOLD, 222. THOS 1 
YEARS, 


AT, aue М THE 
MORNING, 
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HELLO, ITS ALRIGHT. NOT MAGIC, TELL 

GORD Me 50РРМА. JUST | | TERRY ILL SEE 
7 DROPPED BY то say ABOUT THE Е 
= WE'D FOUND SOMEONE 
5 TOOFFLOAD THE 


pæ 
BLOKE ovER 
IN PMLICO, 


LEDGER. 128 
THE WAY? TERRY 
MENTIONED... 


OLD LADY ASKED IF 

| WANTED TO GIVE HER. 
SOME MONEY FOR 
WAIFS AND STRAYS. 


TELL TERRY 
-. SATURDAY 2” 
THEN? 2 
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TOUR EGG'5 DONE IF 
YOU'RE OLIT OF THE 
BATH, IT'S GOTA , 
STRINGY BT 
М... 


I GLAD Ὅμκε 
FEELING BETTER, 
ANYWAY. IT CAN 
MESS YOU UP 
WHEN SOME- 
BODY KICKS 
You Ou. 


TO TELL YOU 
THE RUTH, 


THERE 
HAIRS ALL. 


THERE, ` YOU'RE CHEERINGLIP --- 
= А BIT THEN? GETTING 
OVER THAT BLOKE 
WERE BEFORE IM OVERCOME ВУ ТОК 
YOLUPTLIOUSNESS, 


WHAT YOU MIGHT CALL. 
LIVING WITH HIM... ΙΤ. 
= WASN'T THAT SORT | 
OF THING: 


ih 
DONT EVEN 
THINK ABOUT 
ни. 
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LIKE THE 80075 

(DADA DADA DADA DA) ; ; 
|| LIKE THE TUDE, * 

| LIKE THE PONT AT 
WHICH THE LEGAL. 

MEETS THE LEWD, ж 


AND I'O NEVER BED, 
NOR. MUCH LESS WED 


15 DEEPEST RED. MY 

TASTES RUN MORE 

ЛО LONDONDERRY 
AIRS... 


BUT AT RALLIES IN THE 
NIGHT WITH ALL THE 
TORCHES BURNING BRIGHT 
ү A STIRRING IN 


„ LIKE ΤΗΕ 
MARCHING AND 
THE MUSIC AND 
THE MOOD’, 


„AND AFFAIRS 
ÖF STATE ARENT, 
MY KIND ОР 


. AND I'LL GRASP 
WITH MAO ABANDON 
ANY LAD WITH AN 


«АМО ЗЕЕ THAT ALL. 
MY LIBERAL TENDENCIES 


15722, 17 HAS 
70 SENG нЕ 
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50 ΙΕ SOME BLONDE 


|4 8/7 700 sc zo TO ENIOY и 
/ 了 CBN 20 


ONE ИНО WAS UPSET 
ABOUT His MOTHER | 
AND ASKED GORDON | 
| O DO SOMETHING A 
да GANGSTER OW | 
THE WAY бы: 


ЕЁ... MRS. ШЕТКЕРІ? 
IM SORRY, BUT THE 
COMPUTER Save THAT 
THIS EV7 CARD IS 
OVERDRAWN... ILL. 
HAVE TO ASK.. 


ANO THAT PINCHED: 
LOOKING WOMAN, ROSÉ 
SOMETHING, ΝΟΘΟΣ 
ST NEAR HER ВЕСЯЛЯЕ. Tie SKIN 
HER LAST TWO МЕМ (DADA DADA DA) 
227 KILLED, SHE | LIKE THEIR 
LOOKS LONELY. Di- SCi- PLINE,, 
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^. AND THE 
ENORMOUS SENSE 
OF LICENCE IT 
PRO-YDES, 


NO, IM ЕМЕ REALLY, 
IUST NOT USED To 
THIS SORT OF PLACE, 
WHO'S THAT MAN. m 
OVER THERE? _ 


OLD ONE сет. 


WHAT DOES МЕ MEAN, 

NISTI P / MH МЕ 

WOLLDNT TREAT "ING HERB TONIGHT. 
ME IEA КО. P 


(ELA 
ILM HAD ΑΝ 2м > 
BE SENDING ABOUT MY 
MOTHER SHE WAS 
EXEMPT, 


Е KILLED. WHY? 


ALRICHT SINCE YOL/ TOOK ME IN, 
INY WEY. CHRIST, / WAS SO LUCI T 
ANYBODY ELSE HAD FOLNO 
ME NICKING FOOD FRIN 
THER DUSTIN... 


YOUR FRIEND 
ROBERT'S TALK- 
ING TO ни. 


MR, ALMOND'S DEAD, 
ROBERT THINGS ARE 


CIRLS, GIVE ЕМ А 

BIG НАМО, NOT 

THERE, CORPORAL! 
на на HA! 


NOT GAS, IF YOU WANT 


THE TRUTH, ROBERT, 


GOOD SOUTH KEN 
BOYS WITH IRON 
BARS, 


SIGHT, YOU 
MISERABLE OLD 
PANSY. 
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ALE ROWS, SEEONE, Li SORTS 
AAE EN NOT AS STRONG AS 
THIS USUALLY LET'S 


SGUD 
T'SEEYA ОЕ 
УМО BIN сетті" 
(48007 MLICH, ЕН? 


=== 
TEOUSLES AND SOMSMES: 
PNORTH, ALL THE SCOTTISH 
MES ARE MORNE TO 


IM FINISHED, BOYS, Hey, BOBBIE, 
(VE HAD пт. THEY'VE PESSAWP, Шу 0 


DONE ΜΕ. MAM AND Д AM NO РАК 
TM МЕХ: τε DRINKING I Wi 
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YOL RE SORRY! IM WE Зе DW HAVE 
SORRY! EVERYBODYS, TOLNELIKE 


(ог OUT THE 
SARRE LETS 


OW THE КА 


ROLL OUT THE 
ORREL ELL 
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V FOR VENDETTA 


«ЛЕ JITH, (998, 
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THE THING /S, ILL БЕ ----- 
NEEDING THAT ROOM 

SOON, GOT SOME 

STUFF COMING. 


ARE YOU бает? WON'T | GET IN 
THE WAY? 
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ی 
EZ‏ 


or 
( Ж or 
N SS 


V FOR VENDETTA 


A SAY, GODIE, 
ЕЙ LOOKS LIKE Үсот 


A 
TELLYAWHAT. 
A CANNA HERT 
YEH NOW, EH? 
7 HOW'S ABOUT USYINS, 
TALKIN' FERRA WHILE? 


AYE, WELL, 
ACCIDENTS 
HAPPEN, 

GODE. 


т 

) P'RAPS 

WE KEN WORK 

OLT SOME COMPEN - 

SATION FOR POOROL' 
КРРЕР, ЕН? 


MESSE 
YRICHT GODE, 
Y'KNOW? 


ATELLYA WHAT. 
А CANNA HEAR 
УА 49000. WHY- 
N'YA GIYASELE 
‚ OVER BY. 


MEBSE Үш COULD _ 
HANLE THE BOOZE 


AND 
ANYWAY, WHO'S 
GONNA PUT KIPPER'S 


FACE BACK IN ORDER? 


т. TAKE MORE THAN 7 
BASTARD COMPENSATION, 
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7 fi | 


М. 
| CHAPTER 8 
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PINTA HEAVY 
амма BABYCHAM Д 
FUH YEELP = 


„50 WHOOSA ONE 


LIKE CELEBRATIN Witt BEG TETS? 
OR WHA? EXXAT CAROLE? 


NAW, 
THAS JENS BERD, 
WHASSANAME, 


FUH MASEL, AM 
ΘΕΤΤΗΝ STEAMIN: 


< 
m 
= 
ш 
a 
Z 
ш 
> 
= 
° 
ш 
> 


LL 
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С WHASSANATTER, 
60А6? МЕН: 
Г. CELEBKATIN/ 
p 


PINTA HEAVY 
ГАММА вавуснан, 


РУМО FEEL „50 WHOOS ONE 
LIKE CELEBRATIN | В WTHUH SEG TETS? 
OR WHA? EXZAT CAROLE 


NAW, 
THAS TEMS BER! 
WHASSANAME, 
DIYAAN. 
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V FOR VENDETTA 
| SMELL ROSES, 


CARDS MY MOTHER 
FOUND IN А SHO; 


SOX AT OLR HOUSE 


ON SHOOTERS HILL. 


TAE AR AROLND ME I$ COMPLETELY 
SLACK. | THINK THAT PERHAPS 

(Ж BACKSTAGE AT THE 
THEATRE, DURING THE 
INTERVAL, 


TERE ARE LED 


5 
EAIBBAVC THE 
SCENERY 


IT'S MY BIRTH HDAX 

N THE THEATRE, ВАТ, 
KNOW THAT IT'S REALLY 
СИВ OLD HOUSE 


PETALS FALL, 
PENCIL SHAVINGS 
EAM FLESH, 


IM GLAD DAD COULD COME, 


το απ μας 
SNCE | STARTED POR 
THis MATCH FACTOR 


LEADS МЕ UPSTAIRS 

YOURE MISSING 524 inm 
WONDER Е HIS 6 OL 
OLD MOUSE ATER дЫ 


THE PART WEVE 


| HRED A PUNCH AND 


ST AN Soa 
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IT LOOKS LIKE / WILL. Gé 
τας PARTY, /7 
THEN DAD STEERS ME INTO 
WE OF THE SEDROOMS, 


\ 
W /, 
0 H& WANTS TO SHOW ME 
ΕΕ σα tS 
Je SOM = /^ He 
BS Rae. SD T'S YELLOW AND 
/ DON'T KNOW ИХ SLACK. 
7 HE STARTS 70 KSS ME, 
BSE TELLS НЕ НЕ NEEDS МУ AND We GET ND ae 
ING IN, 847 THAT | CAN 
С SLEEP WITH HIM IN HERE 
FROM NOW ON, 


HS ROOM LOOKS FAMILIE 7, Ж а 
720, 827 / Е 70274 ж T со Е 55 CHEESE 


242, 
горе. 
OUTSIDE, THE CORRIDOR 

222 DIFFERENT. [M 


SHE DOESN'T SEEM TO 
МАБ, SHE TELLS ME 


V FOR VENDETTA 


DENY, |EEMEHREE. г MOE TROUGH. 
AT AN OLD FOLKS COW FORA 
N SOUTH KENSINGTON. Е 


EERS. 
GONE LIP FRM 


72 ENTER! 
WHY DID | ТИМЕ (T HAS 
BIRTH EY? 
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au 
/ 24у желе МУ HEART 
HAMMERING МБЕ ME, 
THERE (9 NO OTHER NOSE 
N THE WHOLE THEATRE, 


ИМ VERY FRIGHTENED МОН: 

/ DON'T RECOGNISE ANY OF 
THE COPRIDOPS, AND THE 
ME FLINCH ΜΙΝ WILL ΤΝ 
THE CORNER SEHIND ME 


ANY SECOND, 


MY LEGS ARE MESI IAN 
Е ROLY MOE THEM. HES: 
VAC 72 CATCH ME. 


HE'S COMING LIP AETER | 


^e. 


ROLND AND ROLNA 
GOES. | 
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(REMEMBER THAT THERES 
A LIET 49 МЕЖЕ 7597 GOES 
A HY DOWN 7 THE 
BASEMENT. 


|22 NEVER GET TOIT 
N TAE 


PLEASE DONT LET THE 
DOORS SHIT BEFORE 
GET TOT 


DOWN. DOWN TO THE 
GROND FLOOR, HELL. 
AE TO TAKE THE 
SPURS, ЭМ... 


< 
= 
= 
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о 
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THERE'S A RAT. 


THERE'S A RAT. 


1 TRY NOT TO THINK 
ABOUT ANYTHING AT 
ALL, EXCEPT THERES 
А КАТ, AND | THINK 
THEY'RE GOING TO 
KILL ΛΕ... 


1 ӨТ ON THE COT, HARD 

WOOP AGAINST MY BUM, 
73 KNEES STIFF WITH CRAMP 

DRAWN UP TO MY CHIN... 


-.ANP? THERE'S A RAT. 


IE 1 DON'T EAT 
IT, THE RAT | 
WILL COME PACK. 


1 STILL CAN'T 
БАТ ІТ. 


THERES FOUR WALLS, TWO 
WINDOWS WITH SIX BARS, ONE | 
TOILET WITH NO SEAT, AND THERE'S 
A WOODEN PARTITION, AND A COT, 
AND CARVED ON THE COT IS 

THE NAME “ЕММА"... 


зе. 
Tr 


LATER. THE RAT HAS GONE. 
ND 


ad ENT 
| HEAR TWO MEN TALKING 
IN THE CORRIDOR. SHORTLY, 


Ы; ^ 
ый ed | A TRAY COMES ТИКОЦОН THE 
-— Meee APERTURE IN THE DOOR. 


THERE'S A 
RIGHT UP NEAR THE 
CEILING, BUT NO BULB. 


WHEN THE WINDOW. 


LIGHT FAILS, IT'S PARK. 
I TRY TO SLEEP 
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WAKEY-WAKEN, 
DARLIN'.. 


WALKING. 1 CAN'T 
SEE... HANDS, PUSHING 
МЕ, HARD, IN THE ВАС! 


ALRIGHT. 
ordei 2 Y TAKE IT ОР! 
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BRIGHT WHITE LIGHTS 
THAT MAKE МЕ ФОШЫ: 
AND A MAN, SITTING 


HE CALLS ME A LYING LITTLE. 
BASTARD, AND | FEEL LIKE I'VE 
BEEN HIT IN THE STOMACH. 


THEY SHOW ME 
SOME FILMS NEXT. 


HIM, BUT IT LOOKS CLUMSY AND 
AWFUL. SHE'S A PROSTITUTE, | THINK. 


LAST NOVEMBER... 
WESTMINSTER 
BRIDGE, АМР... 


|... THEY WERE GOING TO 
RAPE ME. THEY HAD ME 
UP AGAINST A WALL AND 
THEY WERE GOINS TO 
KILL ME, AND THEN. 
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Od CHRIST. == 
THEY KNOW, 


THE MAN STARTS I WAS CHLOROFORMED 
TALKING AGAIN, BUT =: ; AVOID 


VM BARELY LISTENING... m 
T = 
б. 
` 


4 


| WHAT AM | GOING 
ТО SAY? WHAT CAN 
UTELL THEM? 


HE SAYS | WAS FOUND 
OUTSIDE THE KITTY KAT 

| KELLER BY ОРИСЕЕ> 
WATCHING THE CLUB 
PRIOR TO A RAID. 


+++ AND THEN НЕ TELLS ME 
THAT ИМ TO BE FORMALLY 
CHARGED WITH THE 
ATTEMPTED MURDER OF 
SENIOR OFFICER PETER 
CREEDY, A FREQUENT 
CUSTOMER OF THE KITTY 
KAT KELLER... 


AND THEN THE 
р МЕ PUTS TH 
BLINDFOLD BACK ON 
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BLIND, STUMBLING, SOMEONE'S 
HAND ON MY WRISTS, TIGHT 
ENOUGH ТО HURT... 


WE GO SOMEWHERE. THEY 
PUSH ME DOWN. 1 SCREAM, 
EXPECTING TO FALL..- 


++. BUT THERE'S 
А CHAIR 


AND THEN THERE'S 
SOMETHING WET-- 


THEY'RE... 


... LAM GIVEN... 
ΑΝ EXAMINATION. 


| THINK (T'S 
THE WOMAN 


SOMEONE GRABS 
HOLD OF МХ HAIR... 


WHAT ARE THEY DOING? 
1 FEEL THEM CUTTING AT ІТ. 


AFTER A LONGTIME | 
ITS FINISHED. 


A DOOR OPENS. 
| CAN HEAR A 
WOMAN'S VOICE, 
VERY CLOSE... 


A DOCTOR? DID | HEAR 
Й SOMEONE SAY THAT? 


AND THEN THEY 


ТАКЕ ме 


AND THEY TAKE 
OFF THE BLINDFOLD... 


AND THERE'S 
CELL. 
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LATER, WAKING UP... 
OH 665. | REMEMBER. 
THEY CUT OFF МҰ HAIR. 


WHAT WOKE МЕ? 
RUSTLING. THERE'S A RAT. 


THE HOLE IN THE WALL. 


ж 


THERE'S SOMETHING 
STICKING OUT OF IT... 


і LOOK AT TH 
M OF THE. 
LAST PAGE FIRST, 
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1 KNOW EVERY NCH OF THiS 
CELL, / KNOW EVERY PITTED 
INDENTATION IN THE ROUGH 
PLASTER LICE / KNOW 

MY OWN BODY 


L DONT KNOW 
WHAT DAY IT 
15. 


/ KNOW /7 GETS DARK AND THEN 
LIGHT; THAT / WAKE, THEN SLEEP; 
THAT TME PASSES MEASURED N) 
MAUR GROW Ne BACK BENEATH 
MY ARMS WHERE THEY WON'T 
LET ME SHAVE... 


y 
| READ HER LETTER, / HDE /; | SLEEP. 
/ тж, THEY QUESTION ME, /сеу 


mur GETS DARK IT GETS LIGHT / READ 
HER LETTER AGAIN.. 


` DONT KNOW. 
WHAT SHE LOOKS. 
LIKE, 
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4 SAT N GILOGY 
LASS, STARING AT 
THE PICKLED RASEIT ἢ 
POETLS N ITS TAB, 
LISTENING WHILE 

МЕ. HARD SAD IT HAS 


/7 MIS MY 


2 HAT. 
WAS MPORIINT. 15 THAT 60 


"HER NAME WAS 5468. W 
SHE WAS FOURTEEN 

AND / HIS FIFTEEN 
807% 


ТШ б 
“А WEEK LATER / MOVED 
TO LONDON, ENROLLING: 
AT DRAMA COLLEGE. MY 
MOTHER SUD / BROKE 
HER HEART... 


етене 
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OFFICER, 
THE TTY 


HE Fi 
OT KELLEE, 


Xu WERE 
FOUND OUTSIDE | 
THE ESTABLISH- 
MENT WITH А 
LOADED GUN. 


7” NOW, Miss 
HAMMOND, 

LET'S REVIEW | 

THE FACTS. 


NO: 
PLEASE, 
TAT SNT TRUE. 


7 WAS #4202) 
N LONDON "| 


FOR SO τας BUF CA Á, RAA? г seus Í 


ACE, 
НЕ PRAG iris me меу chee ма СА 


EXT mr 
LONDON = JUNG M "EE, 


мерт Tem. 
(38 MANY a гаем Tr Ийис») 
ВЕФА. tr BAS тнк Let Theme 
EN, AL 


“AND AFTER THAT ES 
THERE WERE NO MORE — 
ROSES, 


V FOR VENDETTA 


‘WORK PROVED. / GOT SMALL. 
POLES 7 = 


EN Sure 


| 


x 
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N 1922 RETER THE TAKE-OVEB,, 
THEY ЕТЕ ROUNDING ШР 
TE GBS: THE? [OOK RUTH 


WHILE 5) 


WHY ARE THEY SO. 
FRIGHTENED OF 
26» 


τ THEY IRNED HER WITH 


"THE OTHER САУ WOMAN HERE, 

RITA, DIED TWO WEEKS AGO, 

/ IMAGINE ML DIE QUITE 
SOON, 


CHEST IE ENDS ANB 
MADE HER GIVE THE 
MY МАМЕ SHE SIGNED 

# STATEMENT SAYING 
> SEPLICED HER. 


THEY CAME FOR ME, THEY 
ME THAT ALL MY FILMS HOL 
S£ BLRNED. 


МЕХ SHAVED OFF MY HAR, 
THEY HELD MY HEAD DOWN 
4 TOILET SOM. AND TOLD) 


JOKES ASOT δις 


718 TENCE PAT | 
MY LIFE SHOULD ΕΝ 
N SLCA 2 TER Е 
PLACE, 17 FOR 
THREE ΕΕΣ / AD 
ROSES AND / APOLO- 
СЗО 72 NOBODY 


THEY GROUT ME МЕРЕ AMD 
GAVE ME DRUGS, / CAN! 
FEEL MY TONGUE ANIMORE, | 
/ CAN'T SPEAK. 
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FTE Бо 
"HE MAST NEVER LOSE 7. 


22 ۹ “WE MUST NEVER LET THEM. 
775 SMALL AND ITS PRAGUE ТУКЕ IT FROM LS 
AND ITS THE ONLY THING IN 
THE WORLD THATS WORTH 
HAVING. 


HOPE THAT YOU 1 
ESCAPE ТИЗ PLACE, “ ` 


OPE THAT THE. 
DEP AND HAT 
ONE DAY ΑΕΡΑ. 


E НИЕ 
ROSES AGA) 


HS CELL KNOWS 


EVERY INCH OF МЕЛ 
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"ON THE FIFTH OF 
NOVEMBER, 1997, | 

WAS ABDUCTED ВУ 
THE TERRORIST KNOWN 
AS CODENAME'Y' AND 
THEN TAKEN AGAINS' 
MY WILL. TO AN UN- 

KNOWN LOCATION. 


SWEAR THAT T 
di STATEMENT 
18 GENUINE, AND 
THAT (T WAS NOT 
SIGNED BY MEANS 
бе INTIMIDATION. 


LIKE YOU TO 
SIGN THAT FOR 
US, MSS HAMMOND, 


"ONCE THERE | WAS 
SYSTEMATICALLY BRAIN- 
WASHED BY MEANS OF 


“1 WAS 
FREQUENTLY 
SUBIECTED TO 


"EVENTUALLY, 

| WAS TERRORIZED 
INTO &ELPING HIM, 
COMMIT MURDERS, 


“THESE INCLUDED 
THE UNLAWFUL 
KILLINGS OF ΜΕ, 
ROGER DAS 


MR.DEREK ALMOND 
DR.DELIA SURRIDGE 
AND THE REVEREND 
ρα LILLIMAN, 
19) 
PEST СТЕ 


a THEN ТАКЕ HER 
OUT BEHIND THE 
CHEMICAL SHEDS 

AND SHOOT НЕЕ. 


CHAPTER ID 


V FOR VENDETTA 


BuT ID 
RATHER DIE 
BEHIND THE 
WORK WITH THE | | CHEMICAL 
FINGER. SHEPS. 
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You bags -— 


уин 
“YOU. 
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ЕТ ME. 
REE2 


IF THATS WHAT 


T TAKES, 
EYEY 


YOu SAY 
You LOWE ME, 
AND YOU AW 
BECAUSE YOU TUST 
FRIGHTEN МЕ AND 
TORTURE ME FOR, 
А TOKE.. 


YOL SAY YOU 
WANT TO SET ME 
AEE AND YOL 
PUT ME IN A ACKSON.. 


D.DON'T YOU 
REALISE? 


YOU WERE 
ALREADY IN A 
PRISON. 


< 
YOU'VE BEEN IN 
А PRISON ALL 
YOUR Li 


DON'T YOL 
REALISE WHAT 
тон 2⁄2 TO 

ME? 


НАТЕ YOU BECAUSE 
YOU TUST TALK TAK 
AND YOU THINK 
YOU'RE so GOOD 
THAT YOU DON'T 
HAVE ТО МӘКЕ, 
ANY SEWSE/ 


NOTHING YOL SAY 
MEANS NTN! 


WAS HU- HAPPY 
HERE UNTIL YOU 
THREW МЕ QUI. 
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HAPPINESS |6 А 
PRISON, BVEY. 


HAPPINESS 15 THE 
MOST INSIDIOUS 
PRISON OF ALL. 


YOUR LOVER LIVED IN Ti 
PENITENTIARY THAT WE 
ARE ALL BORN INTO, AND 
WAS FORCED TO RAKE 
THE DRECS OF THAT 
WORLD FOR HIS 


AFFECTION AND 
TENDERNESS ВОТ 
ONLY BRIEFLY, 


HOW DID γω KNOW. 
WHAT HAPPENED 
70 GORDON? 


WHEN YOU THREW |! WAS IN 
MEOUTIWENT — LOVE WITH HIM, 


TO LIVE WITH | WAS HPP, 
SOMEBODY fr 


did 


E THATS A 
PRISON, THEN. 
| DONT LAEE’ 


EVENTUALLY, ONE 
OF THE OTHER. 
INMATES STABBED 
HIM WITH A 
CUTLASS AND HE 


16 THAT THE 
HAPPINESS WORTH 2 
MORE THAN FREEDOM 


YOUR MOTHER. 
YOUR FATHER. 
YOuR LOVER. 


ONE BYONE. 
TAKEN OUT 
BEHIND THE 
CHEMICAL, 
SHEDS. 
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ALL CONVICTS, HUNCHED М 2 YOURE WRONG. IT'S ALL WE'VE 207 

AND DEFORMED BY T$ JUST LAS WHAT GIVES *Oc THE 
5 THAT'S ALL! IT'S RIGHT TO DECIDE IT'S „ 

E ΐ NOT сос» ENOUGH? 

WEIGHT OF THEIR 

CHAINS; THE LN- 

FAIRNESS OF THEIE 


Mec: „(Р 


1 DONT Pur 
you 5 A PRISON, 


ctm 


YOURE IN A PRISON, 1 ester TH Ne НЕ 
NA PRISON YOL VE BEE ү\\ > ВЕСА MOMENT OF 
[ 7 ы 
IN A PRISON SO LON М! TOUR LIFE, 
YOU NO LONGER BELIEVE б 
THERE'S А WORLD 
OUTSIDE, 


| T 
CANT FEEL 
ANYTHING: 


STANDS THE TRUTH EVEN 
AS PART PRETENDS NOT TO. 


| DON'T, KNOW 
WHAT... YOU'RE, 


BREATHE. 


AWAY THERE'S A 
LITTLE GIRL 
БЕТ AND SHE'S 

SCREAMING. 
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WHAT... ARE YOLI ὟΝ 
DOING TO ME? он, | ΠΒ 
CAN'T, BREATHE, 
Ацнинн,, 


YOU WERE IN A CELL, 
EVEY. THEY OFFERED YOL 
A CHOICE BETWEEN THE 
DEATH OF YOUR PRINCIPLES 
AND THE DEATH OF Your BODY, 


1. FELT.. 
LIKE, 
AN ANGEL... 


TRY то STAND. 
TRY TO WALK. 


TRY TO 
FEEL NOW 
WHAT YOU 
FELT THEN, 


ALL THAT YOU 
PEEL (5 THE WIND 
FROM OUTSIDE. 
DONT BE 
AFRAID, 


| DON'T WANT. 
το BE 
BLNDFOLDED.. 
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SEPTEMBER SRD,/9/98, 
THE NOSE: 


YES. 
| SUPPOSE 
mas 


WONDERFUL. 
BOOKS, THESE 
KOESTLER AND | 
BRONOWSK! YOU dl- @ 
OLIGHT TO READ 527) 
THEM SOMETIME, 


sx 
MONTHS, AND 
NOT A PEEP DO YOU! 
THINK ITS ALL. 
OER? 


UH, YES YES, LOOK, ин, ΜΕ.ΡΙΝΟΗ 
PERHAPS | WILL. MAYBE YOL SHOULD СО 
HOME NOW. | CAN LOOK 
> AFTER THE SHOP 
YOU'VE DONE ENOUGH 
TODAY 


„THEN HE BRISKLY FRISKS 
THE TORN REMANS FOR 
A FINGERPRINT OR CRIMSON 

STAINS AND ENDEAVOURS 
ТО IGNORE THE CHAINS 
THAT HE WALKS IN TO 
H6 KNEES. 


GOOD NICHT, 
LAD. 


--< 


CHAPTER М 
ICNETTES 
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IT WAS A GOOD. 
BACKDROP 


IT'S STRANGE.. | 
REALISE NOW THAT 
YOU MIST НАЕ COM- 


STORY, BUT IT'S 
50 CONVINCING. 
| BELIEVED IN 
WITHOUT SEEING HEE, 
| ALMOST LOVED 
"ER. 


AND 
SHE WAS NEVER 
REALLY THERE, 


| REALLY BELIE 
| WAS IN PRIS. 


ITS STILL HARD 
FOR MB TO ACCEPT. 
THAT IT WAS ALL. JUST 
МЕ AND YOu... NO GLIARDS, | 
NO INTERROGATORS, 


| DIDN'T WRITE 
THAT LETTER, 


PLEASE... 
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VALERIE WROTE 
THE LETTER, IN 
нее OWN HAND, 
WHILE SHE 


1 
DELIVERED IT 
TO YOU AS IT WAS. 
DELIVERED TOME, THE 
WORDS YOU WEPT OVER 
WERE THOSE THAT TRANS- Д 
FORMED MB, PVE 
YEARS EARLIER. 


SHE WAS THE KITTY-KAT KELLER: 
THE WOMAN 
IN ROOM FOUR, 


E? 
ROSE YES, 
ALRIGHT... 


ROSEP 


(LL ВЕ WTH 
YOU IN A MINUTE, 


V FOR VENDETTA 


IMUM SORRY | GET 
A BiT... NERVOUS... 
BEFORE | COON. 


YOU'RE POORLY, 
CAN WE? THEY САМ 
STILL DO THE ROUTINE 
WITH RIVE, 


LAND THE WIDOWS 
ИНО REFUSE ro Ce” | 
WALL 82 DRESSED 
N CARTER AND 
SOM. пи AND ВЕ 


THERE 18 4 ROSE 
YO HERS FOR HM, YOU 
YOU WANTED № ONLY HAVE το PLUCK, 
REVENGE. T 8 PS т 


'. ВИТ | GIVE. 
THEM TO OTHERS, 
UPON OCCASION. 


V FOR VENDETTA 177 


INDERS) 


— 


u ТАМ 
нат 15 SSNG 
HERE, 


Y AS IT IS, 
IRREVOCABLE, 
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YOU CALLED A/Z: 
ARE YOU ALL RIGHT? 


EMBRACE OF 

Cec MACHINES: 

BUT HIS LOVER S 

NOT WHAT SHE 

SEEMS AND SHE 

ΟΝ 
4 NOTE. 


24 BUT NOT LINT THE 
VERY END. THAT HLL BE 
SOONER THAN JOU тиме 


ЛІТ. KNOW ИНЕМ 
/7 COMES. 


FROZEN 


BLD К 


THE LAND ағ Do-As-YOU-PLEASE 
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NOVEME н HAVENT SEEN Егіс. SOMETHING JUST CAME 
% pi MR. ace SINCE HE, UH, CAME OVER ОР: PHARMACY CALLED 
THE EAR: WORKING LATE, FOR DINNER WITH, UH, TO SAY THEYD MISPLACED 
THEN? ' M&S. ETHERIDGE AND 

Цаас 

vi 

I DONT NTHS BACK, 
E ed πρ ών 

NOTHING, 
ШУ uH, WRONG, THEY 

T HOPE, WANTED ТО 

VERIFY WHAT. 
НЕ? TAKEN, NOW 

I CANT FIND 

HIM, 


HE'S BEEN A BIT Й | тнаго ве, НЕ, LH, 50, UH, ANYWAY: 
DEPRESSED LATELY E | наета ? μοι 
ERROR: KOESTLER. d | SELF ast | | ТЕ 


THE TIME, PEOPLE 
I'VE NEVER 
HEARD OF. 


με WAS, UH. 
THE PRESIDENT 
OF SOMETHING CALLED 
И.А GROUP THAT 
USED TO CAMPAIGN 
FOR UH, THE RIGHT TO 
DIE WITH DIGNITY. 
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z THESE ARE SOME SPRING CLEANING, 
* THINGS THAT I EVE? IN 
MOVE! NOVEMBER? NO u 
I JUST FELT 
LIKE THROWING, 
OUT EVERYTHING 


SOMETHING'S GOING ON, THE ENDING 18 
ISN'T IT Z YOURE GOING NEARER THAN NOU 
TO po SOMETHING. THINK, AND IT 15 


LREACY 
WRITTEN, 


DONT WORRY, 
EVE, YOU KNOW 
WHAT THEY 
au ALL THAT 
2 WE HAVE LEFT 
TO CHOOSE [6 THE 
25 OVER ду, CORRECT MOMENT 
¿Sms TO BEGIN- 
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"UNCARING FATE? 
"IT |S SAID THERE IS 
MASSIVE FATE. NO QUESTION THAT. 
сан ВЕ FORMULATED 


THAT YOU CANNOT 
REMOTE FATE ANSWER 


"you SAID 7 LOVE 
χο," I saw YOU 


"NOT RESPECTED, 


CIRCUIT: M 
TRICK OF THE EYE 
UNLESS там 
GOING МАР... 


V FOR VENDETTA LB 


M-MR,HENER? 


BOMB. I WAS 
JUST... C-COMING. 
OUT OF THE 


BUILOING ix í 


етнёшре Е, 
Siz „НЕ WAS 
WOR) 
ATi 


iuen V ыйар ceo W 
uuGH, V сомдап, waars | | THE EYE AND THE EAR ANOTHER “πρερώαρ WI 
GOING ONO | | ARE BOTH CRIPPLED! 
в JUST RAN OFF. ENE GOT ТО GET 
AND 2227 MEL TOUCH TR ΤΗΕ. LEADER 


STRAIGHT AWAY u 


ΤΗΕ OLO BAILEY 7 
WHAT CAN THEY 
POSSIBLY SAY 2 


HALE LONDON 
one HEARD THAT BANG. АТА TIME. 
r THINK TM TH-THERES ' Е. THE MOUTH WiLL things SETISR 
GOING TOBE | | әрем А ΒΟΜΘ. HAVE TO ISSUE А TUNG ВЕК 
Sitku THE TOWER «« fe. STATEMENT.. HANS LEN 
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Ма CREEDY ON SCREEN In UH, 

ТО, MR.HEYBR ON TM SORRY, 

SCREEN FOLK, LEADER? 
LEADER, 


BLIND AND THAT'S JUST IT. 
(ΕΔΕ AND dd | LEADER WE CANT 
UNABLE TO BROADCAST 

БРЕЙК, IMMECIATELN... 


ITS оер 
TOWER, HE'S 
BLOWN IT UP. 


THERE MUST 
NO PANIC, 
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ALMOST 7008) HUNDRED 
YEARS 508 т, 


IT WAS А CONTRIBUTION. 
FORGED IN STEALTH AM 
SILENCE AND SECRECY, 
ALTHOUGH ITIS BEST 
REMEMBERED IN NOISE 
AND BRIGHT LIGHT. 


YOUR CONVERSATIONS 
WILL NOT BE 
USTENED TO... 


„Амр О ә” 
σος WHET SPALL M " 
ВЕ THE WHOLE 
THE ла 


бант. 
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"n AND SHE SANS 
NONE OF THE 
M/CROPHONES ARE 
WORKING EITHER. / 


"WON'T SEEM ΤΗΕ. 
SAME, USED To LAE 
THE WÁY THEM LITTLE 
CAMERAS WENT FOR- 
WARDS AND BACK. 
STILL 


! nig 


"I SUPPOSE THAT'S 
WHAT THEY CALL , 
PROGRESS, ЕН Τι 


"WHAT, ан NO RADIO 
NEITHER 7 WELL, THAT'S 


&/CENSE MONEY: AND. 


|: Е T Ὃν 
WERE, ANG ABOUT: YOU 
SAID Е BOMBEO THE 


GAO TOWER ASWELL? 
DOES THAT MEAN THEY 


50 ANYWAY, WHEN WE 
АЕС THE CAMERAS 
WERE OFF, WE WALKED 
OME. SUDDENLY, Е SE: 
WOBOOVS Were 

Ow ABOUT /7.7 


"BLOODY CHEEK í 
THINKS "Е CAN PÓ 
WHATEVER 'E 
¿€s 


ALTHOUGH 
Т SUPPOSE 
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оско. BOLLOCKS MESZ SA 
pore >, BOLLOCKS 2274... 


Pz 
бш" < 
BOLLOCKS 
oue DA. 


2⁄2, 
BOLLOCKS MISS 
PLATT АТ THE 
> SCHOOL. Д 


"OUGHTTA 'AVE A PROPER 
NAME: JHE PANTHER | 
‘THE, THE RIPPER E 
THOSE WERE 222222 | 
NAMES, NOT EFFIN' 
INITIALS 7 


BOLLOCKS, 
BOLLOCKS, 
BOLLOCKS! 


"HE'S TAKEN AWAY 
ΤΗΕ VO/CE OF FATE. 
HOW SHALL Т ALL 
THE 2/2 IT LEAVES? 


"HOW SHALL MY 
COUNTRY FILL 
THE SILENCE?" 
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WELL, 
PEOPLE Πανός T нае 
MUCH TO SAY SO 
FAR, LEADER 


QUIET., ALTHOUGH 
ITS CARLY. NET. SOME 
REINFORCEMENTS 

MIGHT BE A GOOD 
IDEA. JuST IN CASE. 


ARE TO BE SHOT. 


MY PROBLEM 15 vam 

BUNNY). LIH, M. ET Mos ИМС. HE'S В 
BEING BURIEP /И, Ее. Y ING FUNNY, E: SENT 
SOME OFACERS = TWO PAYS. мо За 
HAVE REQUESTED LEA 


INTENDED, 
ALINERAL LEAVE: ЖЕРЕБЕ ТҚ THE 


NOSE 15 А JOB 


i CONT LIKE 
GRANTING T 
SITUATION BEING 
WHAT IT AS, BUT IT'LL 
pr B. Weser MRS. 
ETHER: ΟΒΟΟΥ 
TURNING LES 


ENGLAND 
PREVAILS, 


V FOR VENDETTA = 


"NGMF GLEP GOR, WHAT 
ABOUT THESE SANGERS7 


E 
ім "NO, CHLOF, 1 МЕА! 
ІМ LAW'N'ORDER, 
4΄ 


"ΤΗΕ SITUATION IS име! 

NT EOL, AND CITIZENS 
ARE ВОМБЕР TO CARRY ОМ 
THEIR BUSINESS PRECISELY 
As NORMAL, 


fi 


_ SCUEEESEUEEV | 


[* ar v W 
= 


"ІР UKETO 
BUY A GUN 
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І-ГУЕ GOT MONEY, 1 HEARD ANE, ME RIGHT ENUFF, 
BUT АМ NO СОКУЕНСЕР. 


oT 
THE MOM TAS Ай! 
| ОРЕ, 
НИ в 
И ji 


ЕТТ 


THINGS ARE SO 754; 
к ENING LATELY «i 


I CAN GNE You 
HALF NOW, ΤΗΕ 
REST WHEN 


FOOR HUNDRED 
I'VE GOT QUED, ЕН? AN YUR 

FOUR HUNDRED: JUST AFTER WANTEN. 
POUNDS, TAE PROTECT YISEL7 


ММНК, A 
ме ШЕ KOSNDS WAIT. TEL YUR HOLDEN 
BARK, PES TIME T ONE, иц. SEE. 
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Й THEY? 50, LIKE, EVERY- 
BODY'S TOOLED UP Ам! 


V FOR VENDETTA 


ANO IT 
LOUDER THAN THEN CARE 
TO REMEMBER," 


S MUCH, MUCH 
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NWNENGER 62996: 


CAN'T FOLLOW 
HEM INTO BRIKTON, 
HALF THE MEN N 

CHOLERA JABS, REQUEST 
AND sa 
FINGERWAGON 
VICTOR- CHARLEY-NINEG, 
REQUEST ASSISTANCE, 
CROUCH ENP... 


A LATE SEVENTIES 
RADIO /CASSETTE.YOH 
CAN TUNE THEM TO THE 


PROTESTING 


a 
BRE REE M SENE THE EXECUTIONS, 4 


EL VAS IF МЕ CHARGE. 
ТУ? RGENCN. THEY MIGHT 
ALL CARS IN + 
TOTTENHAM Eve т” 
е ш и RECOMMEND + 
^A s TEAR GAS OR W 
ск SAKE, 2% р 3 
MAN, GET us ` 


SOME BACK- 
UP HERE 


WHATS 
É 4 THAT? 


VICTOR- 
CHARLEN-I EE’ 
COME N, PLEAS: 


BEFORE LOOTEZS 
URGENTLY 4 E PEPTFORD MAESHES. 
WE NEES TAO Ас MORE 


E ор usse 
АМ ESTATE ΤΙ 

ro CREECY Еи 

FIRES 4, 

k`. 


ALL THIS 4 

RIOT Амр UPROAR, 
Yiu IS TAS 

ANARCHY 7 


2O0-95-YOZ- 
№ PLEASE? 


or — 


PLEASE 

RESPOND. REPEAT: 

VICTOR- CHARLEY - 
NINER., 


NOTUS S ONY THE Lano THIS AGE OF ORPLING 
OF 7AKE-WHOT-YOL-WAN, 
BASEN MEANS "WITHOLIT 
DERS"; NOT "WITHOUT. 
ie " vé 
THESE SULENNE 
REVEAL HAS RUN ITS 
WITH ANARCHY COURSE 


ORDER, WHICH 15 TO 
SAY VOLUNTAR y, 


M 
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THE RIOTS WILL STOP. 
тА 
ae 


PUT IT u 7 


"TURNING AND. 
TURNING IN те Neue 


аА Марта 
CENTER CANNOT LUMINOUS FINGERS 


W. Í 1 | Š STROKE MY FACE 


FROM YOUR WORLD OF 

ПЕЕ MATH YOH TOUCH THERE: A HANGING 7 
MEIN THIS SOLI? АМС E 
ENCUMBERING PLACE. 


WOMEN HERDED” асын 
THE SHOWERS... 


τοῦ FAST To REGISTER, Bes CH GOP; LM u BURNING 
POUBLE EXPOSED BY SHOPS; A CHIMP CON- 
MEMORY, IMAGES RACE YHCSEP BY SHOCKS 
ACROSS YOUR GLASS, THE FEELINGS, WHITE 
MATCHING MY PULSE, SCREENS OH MY GOD, MY 
ACCELERATING. > 


OH MY 
COVE, ΜΝ... 
OOUHHH «i 


MERE ANARCHY 
16 LOOSED UPON 
THE УЕ? κ 
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INVOLUNTARY ORDER BREED: 


OF ASORLEG: PARENT OF 
τηε GUILLOTINE 


CMIUSATIONS FRAGILE 
CRUST, COLD CHAOS 
CHURN: 


OAL он GOP, & LOOK LIVE GOT THE 
YOU и 4 MONEY, DIO ЧОН GET 
THE ıu THE THING, 

ике Т ASKED 7 


TO DEFEND 
MYSELF 


THES'LL DEFEND 


KIDOEN ΜΕ, RIGHT ‘NUFF, 


ас ADV/SEYETE  N-NO, 1 UNDER- 
GET ET HOME QUECK. STAND. I'LL TAKE 
EF YUR SERICCHEU, 4 IT STRAIGHT НОМЕ, 
AV NEVER SEEN ME А THANK ЧОЦ 

IN MA 2/2. Е = VERN MUCH. 


22 


THES 

DEFEN? SOMEBODY'S 

ENNARDS ENTAE 
THE GUTTER. 
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Baie we || WESTER Шок ам. 
CREE. HAVIN DONE 

ANYTHENG ТЕ 
UPSET ЧЕ, 


I 
ivi я 
ло. 


тм GOING 
TO GIVE YOU MORE 
THAN а 4472447 


МЕ OLD SON 


ENGELS EM 
A BIT THIN AT PRESENT, 
ANC INE BEEN 
AUTHORIZEP TO HIRE 
SOME EXTRA MUSCLE, 


WELCOMETO | | AUTHORITY, WHEN FIRST 
THE SIZE OF | | DETECTING CHAOS AT ITS HEELS, 
CRANE THERELL ВЕ А 5 22 CH с 
COMMISSION FOR IO ORPERLN FACADE», 
OBVIOUSLY. THINK > 
HOL CAN DO THAT : 


„BUT ALWAYS 
ORDER WITHOUT 2/57/22; 
WITHOUT LOKE OR LAERT Ý, 
от 


«τω 
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η ALLOWS 77 ALL RIGHT, CONZAC. LATE THIS AFTER- 
E oa 22 AND ‘THAT'S ENOUGH. GET NOON, DO чоц WANT 
ME A TOWEL. LUTEA Век? 2 
LEN 


725, WHILE «гё 
e EINT INTO ΤΗ 


H 
pez AER. Dh BEFORE MOVING IN WITH 

ECRUIT HiS, ας ARMY AND 
KI CON SDL STAGING а COUP? 


THE LEADER MAY | І SUPPOSE І SHALL 
dr. a UNDER HAVE TO 20 EVERY- 
AUN u. THING, AS USUAL, 


YOU mie 
YOU'RE QUITE 
вис ВЕЦ wa 
CONRAD. IF NOUR success 
BERT AV EY SE 
TO MY EFFORTS, Е MIGHT 
EVEN FANCY YOU 


WHEN IT GOES Е 
WANT YOV IN THE 
NUMBER ONE SEAT ANO 
NOT THAT SECONDARY- 
SCHOOL ОК, CREEDY, 


NOW,I'NE GOT THINGS: 
TO ORGANISE IN THE 
MORNING св, IM 2 


TO ВЕР. 
1 SHALL BE ASLEEP 
WHEN ЧОЦ COME Lif. 


EQUALITY AND 
FREECOM ARE NOT 
LUXURIES TO LIGHTLY 
чоц WON'T CAST ASIOE.WITHOUT THEM, 
BE NEECING THE ORDER CANNOT LONG ENPURE 
пент ON IN BEFORE APPROACHING 
HERE, WILL чоц? DEPTHS ВЕЧОКО MAGMING. 
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SOMETHING A/DDEV 
DOWN HERE 7 


I'M NOT IN AT THE 
MOMENT, BUT (Е HOU 


NUMBER AFTER THE 
ТОМЕ, TILL GET BACK 
τὸ HOU 


IT'S ALL COMING TO BITS, 
MÈ.FINCH, І DON'T KNOW 
WHAT т SHOULD 20, 


WELL, T, 
UH, 2 SUPPOSE 
THAT'S ALL. 


TAKE CARE 


ERIC FINCH 
SPEAKING. 


UH; HELLO. 


THIS 15 DOMINIC 
AGAIN. 


LISTEN, JUST... 
JUST GET IN TOUCH, 
LEASE. THERE'S AROG- 
LEMS WITH ΜΕ. SUSAN 
ANC МЕ.СКЕВОЧ.Т CAN'T 
SAY MUCH ON THE PHONE, 


COME Ow, N; IM 
WAITING FOR RN 
ANSWER, 
WHERE, ,. 7 


THIS S 
МЧ SECRET 
COVE NEST, 
ЕУЕ 


ЧОЦ TO MEET МЧ 
MISTRESS., 
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LOMALTIES MIS- 
PLACED 


IT WAS NOT I 
THAT STRAYED. 


LOVELINESS,L 
WORSHIPPED 
HER, 


IMAGINE WHEN Т 
LEARNED OF HER 
FFAIR .. 


MW ANGER AND 
MM ЗНАМЕ TO THINK, 
HOW THEN'7 MADE MOCK OF 
ALL THAT І LOVES MY JUSTICE 
AND HER BESTIAL SWAIN, 
CAVORTING IN THEIR 
BLOOCSTAINEC 
SHEETS. 


YOUR, 1715 à TANGLED 
WAAT: ANO UNHAPPY TALE OF 
HEARTS BETRAYEC ANC 


INFATUATED WITH 
HER 72/74 АМО 


„UNTIL, ΘΕΗΙΝΟ MY BACK, 
SHE TOOK UP WITH A 
MAN WAO VIOLATED AND 
ABUSEC HER; SOMEONE 
FIECCE АМО BRUTAL 
WITH BURNED CHILDREN 

ON HIS BREATH, 


N 


НЕ CHANGED 
HER, SHE ACQUIRED 

ATASTE FOR 
LEATHER, CHAINS 
АМС WHIPS, 


STILL, ALL IN LOVE 
AND WAR IS FAIR, 
THEN SAY, THIS BEING 
807%) AND TURN- 
ABOUTS Fala PLAN, 


SINCE FIRST I. 
ВЕССЕС 27/5, 


THE JUSTICE THAT X 


LOVED WAS GONE; WHO 
HAD SUCH KINDLY 
EYES;WHO TOOK SUCH 
SMALL АМР CARE- 
FUL STEPS, 


TRANSFORMED, 
SHE GLARED THROUGH 
NARROW SLITS ANC 
GROUND 5000 MEN BE- 
NEATH HER VICIOUS HEEL, 


NOU SEE, MY 
RIVAL, THOUGH 
INCLINE? TO ZOAM, 


POSSESSED AT HOME 
AWE THAT НЕ 
ADORED. 


HE'LL RUE HIS 
PROMISCUITY, THE ROGUE 
WHO STOLE MY ONLY LOVE, 
WHEN HE'S INFORMED HOW 

MANY YEARS IT 15, 
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THE NOSE: 
WOVEMBER 
72% 4898, 


"MOSES ARE REP, 
VIOLETS ARE GLUE 
EVERYTHINGS POSSIBLE 
NOTHING 18 TRUE” 


MH CIVILIAN 
AUXILIARY LADS 
FOUND ЕМ ON 
VARIOUS LAY- 
ABOUTS THEY 
THEYRE ROUNDED ШР 
LIKE LITTLE THIS MORNING: 
LOVENOTES. 
WHO ASSLED 
THEM 7 


LEARNING 
THAT'S OME 
DEPARTMENT. 


IT MEANS ТЕО, 
SON. TIMES LIKE TAS, 
BLOKE NEEDS ТО KNOW 
WHO ns ERANGI 


CONSIDER THESE 
THINGS, ЕК? 
BALDY DISAPPEARED. 
20004 POSITION, THINGS 
AROUND HERE COULD 
CHANGE OVERNIGHT. 


KNOW, I 
NEVER COTTONED то 
FINCH, BUTT COULD 
COTTON то YOU. 


арға 
VIRTUOUS PERSONS 
WO NEED 72 


сам чои 
FINO HOUR 
OWN WAY OUT? 


WORK OF А 
NUTCASE. COUNTRYS 
GOING BARMY. Y'KNOW 
THERES FOOD ROTS 


IN MANCHESTER 7 OVER 
Я BLOODY COMPUTER 
222027 


CO-OPERATE MORE 
IN FUTURE, 
PERHAPS. 


“Lf LOVE YOU, 
SLT WHY MUST 
YOU LOVE THE AWZ 
775 PLAIN FOR ALL TO SEE 
THAT SHES A WHORE, 
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ORGANIZEN A PROTEST Sv. | 


A WULL, SLENG 
THE LETTLE GOABSHITE. 
EN THE WAAG'N WI' THE 
REST, CAN 4'NO SEE ЯМ 
ON МА CCMNCAVELEA Т 


А, ET'S 
DODOLE, ALL A THUS 
MONEY FUR САМАЯ! 
SOME РШЕ BASTUD AN 
ΤΑΕΝΙΝ AP THUR MESSUSEZ 
EN THE STREP-SERRCH 


SAY FOR EXAMPLE 
I OFFERED FOUR 
HUNCREU A 
WEEK. 


а THENK А 
MIGHT НАУ AN 
ENKLENG, 


І MEAN, FOR 
THAT г? WANT HOUR 
GUARANTEED LOYALTY 
ТЕ PUSH COME TO SHOVE, 
UNDERSTANG WHAT 


IM SAYING J 


E WELL, THINK 
ON, 1 COULD PROMISE 
GOOD PROSPECTS. 
IN ANY SYSTEM THAT 

MIGHT DEVELOP. 
чоц KNOW. 


OFF 94:22 #7 NOT 

PURSUING OTHER 

BUSINESS INTERESTS, 
T HOPE? 


МАН, ET'S 
Juss THESS 
GERARD, 


LESSEN, A 
FOOND SOME MAIZ 


LETTE: 
“BETTER HAVE 
“ЕМ TRE LUKE AT, 


SEE Чи 
LATER, 
A'RIGHT7 


чит. COAPERS '2 
CLEVER BASTUDS, 
KEEPEN THESS 
NUMBER TAE 
YOURSELN 


НАНА. WELL, 
PLAY YOUR CAROS 
RIGHT, YOUR ME 


LiL? HAVE 
REGULAR WORK 
HERE, 


STALE, AND WITH 
THINGS HOW THEY ARE 
A LITTLE Αλ ος 
FORCE СОШО COME 
IN VERY HANDY, 


SEE, THINGS ARE PRECARIOUS. 
APPARENTLY, THEY'VE НАС POWER 
FAILURES IN LIVERPOOL. 
IF THAT HAPPENED 
AER: 


А, МАЕ 907452, 
FUR FOOR HUNNERO 


NOW, 
EF ULL 
EXCUSE MEI 


204 


V FOR VENDETTA 


HULLO MESSES. 

A GOAT JER MUSSAGE. (| 
50224 AM LATE 

ам А’ THAT 


IN FUTURE, 
YOU'LL BE PUNCTUAL. 
І VONT UKE 


А WULL, А KNOW — DON'T PLAY Римв.тнз WULL ин, AM GETTIN 
NOTHIN’ ABOOT is а STRAIGHTFORWARD] | FNE RUNNERP AT 
ANY O'THAAT | BUSINESS DECISION: PRESEI 
CREECY WANTS ТО ВЕ 
LEADER; I WANT 
CONRAD ТО ВЕ 
LEADER 


REALLY 710 
HAVE THOUGHT 
FOUR HUNDRED 

MAXIMUM. 


IM PREPARED 
TO OFFER S/X, PLUS 
. | [AN INCREASE UPON ЧОЦЕ 
PAMING чои? | | THUGS CURRENT WAGES 


LUKE, AM NO HARPER 70 ЖА LOOK WHAT 
AGGRAVATIN'THE SAY AND YOULL HAPPENED TO HIS 
POLIS.CREEQWS SOON BE RUNNING PREDECESSOR. 
RUNNEN THE THE FINGER. 

FENGER. 


DON'T моееч 
ABOUT CREEDY. HE'S 
IN A 222822005 
десето 


AYE MUG THE 
MESSES D'THAT 
BLOKE RUNNEN 
THE EYE, 


ANC MDUWRE 
RUNNING СЕЕЕОЧ5 
CIVILIAN AUXILIARY 

FORCE, κα 


MOU KNOW 
HE'S PLANNING A 
12/77 НЕ WANTS 
TO ВЕ LEADER, 


ΗΕ СОМТ HOU CARRY ON 
WORKING FOR CREEPY, 


ıı AND WHEN 
THE TIME COMES, 
YOU REMEMBER WHO 
= YOURE REALLY 
WORKING FOR. 
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DEREK, YOU WERE USE- = 3 РЕРЕК, WHEN WE MARRIED, 
LESS, THEN ЧОЦ МЕС. : 
ασ де чоц DIET, AND 
«εἰ CAN'T SLEEP А 
NiGHTS, 


CHILOREN THAT WAS (Ντι, 


«ou DIED ANO LEFT 
ME BARE IN FRONT 
|j, OF STRANGERS. 


x D = ; [| «AND NOW ҷоцеє DEAD AND 
J gi 2 - || = Walk номе ALONE EACH 
T MM í | NIGHT THROUGH RIOT ZONES, 
я 2 


PAST LOOTINGS, SHOOTINGS, 
NC THEN, IN 22, BURNING BUILDINGS... 
чоц ONE? THE 


M&S. ZANA NEXT DOOR 
LOANED US FOOD ALL 
THROUGH ΤΗΕ WAR YEARS, 
WHEN THEY DRAGGED HER NOW иош'шЕ DEAD AND I 
ЯКО HER CHILP@EN OFF IN CROUCH LIKE AN ANIMAL 
SEPARATE VANS WE 
DIDNIT INTERVENE. à QUARTERS 
a MISSION То THÉ WORLD. 


NOW 4OUIRE DEAD АМС 
I CAN'T SLEEP FOR BE- 
ING SCARED; FOR CHING; 
HATING: THINKING 72] 
HAS CONE THIS TOME T" 


І CAN'T SLEEP FOR 

WANTING JUSTICE; CAN'T SLEEP FOR 
WANTING ALL THE ШЕ mj кн 
WORLP TO KNOW ОР ILLOW. 

ITS UNFAIRNESS ... 
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KNOW, MOLI WON'T FIND 8 
ANYWHERE TO SLEEP OUT HERE, 
THERE'S NO ВЕС АМО BREAKFASTS 
ANYMORE, WERE ЧОШ THINKING 

OF CAMPING OR SOMETHING LIKE 


THIS 15 FOR чоц, à IM POING THIS 
DELIA, ЧОН MORE FOR 72 CELIA 
1 WAS 226 WITH ЧОЦ Баса 
ааа M&S, YES, I WAS HAPPY SC 
WITH CANTHIA ANC LITTLE | 
PAUL, BUT 7427. WAS 
TEN HEARS AGO, 


FOR THE COLW 724, 
3 YES, THAT TOO} АКО FOR 
= - ME, OF COURSE FOR МЕ; 
ІР GOTTEN Вит Чоц MORE THAN 
= OVER THAT, ANYBOCY 


HOUIRE THE 
REASON 工 
* CAME HERE, 


THIS 15 
WHERE IT 
STARTED. 
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чош'@Е 
ALMOST FINISHED, 
AREN'T YOU 7 


sEE FOR 
YOURSELF, 


THE PIECES ARE SET 
OUT BEFORE ME 
PERFECTLY ALIGNED. 


"COMPLETE, ONE MAY AT 
LAST GRASP THEIR DESIGN? 
THEIR GRAND SIGNIFICANCE.” 


DIT 1 
ANISHED 


HOW STRANGE, AFTER THE LONG 
"THOUGH RECOG- EXACTING TOIL OF PREPARATION 
NITION'S BEEN THAT IT TAKES ONLY THE SLIGHT- 
DELAYED By ITS EST EFFORT АКО LESS THOUGHT 
CIRCUITOUS CON- TO START THIS BRIEF ELABORATE 
STRUCTION, NOW AMUSEMENT ON ITS ЯРЕАТН- 
THE PATTERN LESS, HURTLING RACE: 
LONG CONCEALED 
EMERGES INTO 

YIEW 


"IS í FINE? 15 IT NOT 
SIMPLE AND ELEGANT 
ЯМР SEVEZET 


THE PIECES CAN'T PERCEIVE 


AS WE THE MISCHIEF THEIR 

ΒΕΕΗ͂Ν ЕМЕМТ TEMPTS: THOSE 
STOLID, LAW-ABICING QUEUES, 

50 PREGNANT WITH CATASTROPHE, 

INSENSIBLE BEFORE THE WAVE 

50 SOON RELEASED BY 
CALLOUS FATE, 


AFFECTED 
MOST, THEY 
UNCER STAND THE 
EAST... 


AND EVERY- 


THING FALLS 


INTO PLACE 
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INDEED, THEY'LL NOT KNOW 
RNXTHING'S AMISS UNTIL 
“ANO UNPECSTAND 一 THEH/QE CAUGHT UP IN 
ING, WHEN IT COMES, THAT TERRIBLE MOMENTUM, 
INVARIABLY ARRIVES POSSIBLY MISTAKING (Т 
AT FIRST FOR BOLO 


TOO LATE. " 
DECISIVE ACTION, SOME 
CAST MINUTE RALLY TO 
AVERT CISASTER 
CHARGING TO THE 
RESCUE, 


ЧОШ SEE THEM 7 STANDING 
"u BUT THEY WITH THEIR NUMBERS ON 
ARE NOT THEIZ BLANK, INDIFFERENT 
CHARGING, FACES, NUREMBERG IN 
MINIATURE, THE RANKS 
OF PRINTED. 4 
WOODEN MEN... 


“our PRETTY ENAIRE 
TOOK SO LONG ТО BUILD, 
NOW, WITH A SNAP OF , 
HISTORY'S FINGERS ı1, 


V FOR VENDETTA 209 


FIRST, HE KNOWS 
EVERYTHING ABOUT 
LS АМО OUR 
d STEM. 
Gal EVERYTHING, 
TERRORIST... VES 
Σ KNOW HOW 
HE'S DONG 


HEN THIS HOW IS HE CRUSING : THAT's HOW 
و‎ SLACK OLTS IN MERSEY- ος 
εἰ | SICE AND 2202207544 
у ΤῊ IN BRUM? L KNOW ITS 
POEMS THE LATI ELE, 
CLAIMED THEO Leaver, SUT 
RECEIVE THERE'S ONLY ONE 
THROUGH THE ANSWERS 
POST. 


HE'S 
DELIVERING HiS НАР ACCESS 
LEAFLETS TO FATE SINCE 
FOR нім! HOWT THE SEG/NW/N 
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2. TM GOING 
TO HAVE TO GET RIGHT 
INSIDE HIS HEAD. 


ГЕ 


"ТО THINK THE WAY 
Е THINKS и 


ITS THE MENTALLY! 
BIT τς BoTHERS 


2 КИО SOLITIZE 
η ABOUT THIS STUFF, 
ОХО ος 
2542 7477. A JERR 
ASQ, AND NOTHING'S j SUSPICION. 
CHANGED, ITS STILL >. А 
TE 


M egle ғас 
2 ΡΕ, 


(CROGA 
а 
! MEASURE THATI 


gu THEY BAY THE 
> Шу 
5: > 

= 7 a 
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ТИЕ NEVER SEEN THE CAMPS OA WELL. THERE. | NOWEM STRAPPED IN, 

BEADLE, ONLY PHOTO EA COLNTOOWN ТАҒА 

GRADS. SO THIS ¿S THE AGAINST MY TONGUE FROM BOWEL TORLOOD- 

TOLET WE FLUSHED ALL 26; E ОА 

ПОЗЕ ο. Ери ING OF TINEO hot, m 2 А VE NEVER 
BUBBLE OF AE ОНИ BEFORE WHATS 
PENSION FORMING LOW SUPPOSED 79 HAPPEN? 
N MY STOMACH م‎ 


AUR TABLETS, 
WONDER ΖΞ THATS: 
ENOUGH TI 22 š 
WONDER (E THATS | | IM LETTING 62 
700 MANY 7 OF SOMETHING- 


WE ПОДЕМ LET THE CHAOS 
RETER THE WAR CONT NE, 
ANY SOCIETYS BETTER THAN N 
THAT. WE NEEDED ORDER 
A 


MNS, WAD 2 
5722. HAVE TONED THE 
ARTH 7 


5 OR AT LEAST Т 2/2, 
LOSING CATH AND 
LITTLE POLL LIKE 
à THAT, EVERYTHING 

PROBABLY. 55 DISINTEGRATING 


NO 5772 
ALTERNATIVES, 


UI 


LSHOMDNT | 
HOVE PONE /7- 
iho 


7 
А М 
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BUT WANTED TO 

КУ УС СЕ” ZS s PLACE 
(5 Z/< 2 А 

BEING НІМ u EE CON IES, 


ло PROBLEM, 
| HE MAN GATES 
| BALK THIS WAG. 


ICANT, Z CANT WALK = w 
THAT FAK, MY LEGS --- 
FEEL LIKE JELLY AND 
EVERYTHING'S 
КОДА 


ОЗАТТАР ТАС АС 


LPG THE 2226,2 JUST 
ΘΕ TO 


VE 7O REMEMBER 
WS THE DRUG DOING 
7275, SAT. 


ZO FORGOTTEN HOW RIGH 
THE COLOR OF YOUR SKIN 

WAS, A THOUSAND SPECIAL 
BLENDS OF COFFEE 


ki 77 THE GIRLS ZSAW HUGGING 
E ска ИД CS OTHER ON THE 
HAPI DEMONSTRATIONS, AND THE 
е MEN, SO GENTLE, 50 
SOFTLY SPOKEN. 
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O JESUS, За "уг | ZZ MISSED YOUR VOICES 
—— VOU, 


INA 


8 


к 


[εν 
i 


CEN 


ANO VOLO WALK, SOR 
5202 YOUR CLOTHES, 
YOUR DYED PINK IIR, 


2, MI TENDS, THERE 
AT THE CARNIVAL, THE 
^^ GAY PRICE MARLES. 


COME BACK, 
СА PLEASE 
d COME BACK, 


SAY YOU SAW BEND 
4 UNIFORM. LEASE 
YO KNEW 2 

CARED, 2), 


WAIT s+, 


WAIT! WHERE 


ARE YOU GOING?) 
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OH 22/2, LOOK το. N 
Lf HAMAS! 60 вра 


WHAT т, hy 
FOR, please κους 
ЦР ους 


Е 
ΕΠ ет ΟΝ 
PROBL 
ҮЙ SHOULD TALK το 
то ДЕ УЛУ HE'S 
PERE, 


HMM. ЧОН\Е PROB- 
ABLY «1647, IN MY 
EXPERIENCE, POISON 

SOLVES MOST OF 

LIFE'S PROBLEMS. 


НЕЗ 
FINISHED HERE, 
РЕОТНЕРО 
“ies YOURS, 


COME ON, MATEY, 
DON'T MAKE МЕ 
MAL, 


PLEASE СОМТ LET THEM 
422 THIS. 


ΕΙΝ. 
дом Рата 
ET FILII ЕТ 
атца SANCTI i 
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HOW CIOL GET rt ANSWERS 


AND YES, (TS 


Ка дата 
PRUGS, 2; 


BET НЕ WAS Ρο σα», 

720, LOCKED WAY TO 
wu DE РР НЕ REACHED 

SOME UNDERSTANDING, 


WAY CANT 17 
LEDOK AT THIS 


WAO IMPRISONED 
ME HERE Z 


WHO KEEPS 
ME ps 7 
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VAULTING, VEERING, Ро WAS 75 FON. 
VOMITING WP TAE | ç НЕ 42277745 
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NOVEM EE 727, 2598, 
THE ад Беу: 


M'KNOW, THAT 
JUKEBOX IT'S LIKE 
WAITING IN à SEASIDE 
CAFE ON à WET 
МЕЕКЕКО, 
= 
ARE чоц 
GOING TO 20 
SOMETHING, OR TUST 
517 OUT THE CHAOS 
сомы HEKE 7 


WELL, WHAT DOES 
MEAN? ARE 


THE CHAOS 
PROGRESSES SPLENDICLY 
WITHOUT us, EVE, FOR МЧ 


po WHAT 
THOU γγ΄ά7, EVE. 
THAT SHALL BE THE 
WHOLE OF THE LAW, 


т 

инсин. QUOTING > _ “OU WANT МЕ 

ALEISTER CROWLEY TO SHOW p^ ΜΗ 
с WILL 7 VERY 


I WANT 
το KNOW WHAT 
THOM WIRT, V, 
I WANT TO KNOW 
WHAT σος 
WILL 15, 


и THEY'D 
ALLOW YOR i 
TO GO? 


LITTLE OF МЕ. 
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H, Y, СМЕ 
e ο 


WHY DOES. τον. 
NEED А BI 
STRRTION 2 1 VASK tHe 


2 Т سے‎ 
LIKE МЕ, p —— 
УТА. TO LIFE [E 


ШІ 


| 


T 
ds 


| 
| 


| 


"VE ΡΕΕΙ 
READING FOR MONTHS, 
ТИ SMARTER NOW. 
£OULDN'T YOU TRH TUST 
Wg EXPLAINING FOR МЕ? 


YOU'VE ALU YS KEPT REGARD THE ма 
THINGS DEAL T OF KNOWLEDGE 
EE us не) СЕ, 

YOUR PLANS .. 

KNOWLEDGE IS. fike 

3742 MOUVE BEEN 

SLFFOCATNVG МЕ, 


THE FACTS OF 


ALL SOCIETY ARE 
CENTRALIZEC HEREIN... 
А РАСТ THAT'S FIGURED 


NOT AT 
ALL. IVE BEEN 
TEACHING 
YOU TO 
BREATHE; 


KNOW, т "n EVEN 2 OH, ARE THESE 
200 


rm qo us S READY И4 INNECTED 7 
LINKEP TO 527 7 = - 
oc 
им 
7% KNOWLEDGE (8 
IS LINKE? TO NOT “<< Чоц 
ELEIT UNE INA HERITAGE. 
πες THE 
ШЕ 422% ACE 


PUNCHING- 
NEW HOLES, WE 
RECREATE т tHE 


ERS THAT ALWAYS, 
COMMEMORATE ЖЕ, А ALWAYS ROMANCE, 
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WIQST INSURZECTION'S _ ISN'T (T QAN- Г. MET ALWAYS: 227 OW 
CLAMOUR, WE MAY 7 MUST (1 LOVE STAGE, TAE 
EASILY FORGET JUST IMOLILCER 5 7 SWEET MUSIC < 

WHAT IT IS FOR WHICH MORE," 

WE STRIVE... 


I$ IN LIFE, FROM ITS FIRST 
INSUFFICIENT 
TRILLS pv 


u INTO 
ITS CLOSING 
MINOR CHORDS, 


OF REASON, LOVE 
аме CULTURE 
ARE CONTAINED, 


BUT COME... 
HERE'S SOME- 
THING THAT YOU'VE 
NEVER 5ΕΕΝ,,. 
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и МРЕЕО FEW MEN 

HAVE HAQ 

TO STUOY THEIR OWI 
OPTIC NERVES. 


OF COURSE WITH ALL. 
STATE BROADCASTING 


T 
PIA 
ма: 


UNLIKE 
HAVE то 0 
SCIENCE, DESPITE ITS 
NUCLEAR QUIRKS. 


ΤΗΕ CHANCI 


WE, ИЕ RS, 


T THOU 
BLACKEO Ahh THE , 
TELEVISIONS OUT ; 


BLES А 
N ) М A 
poca Er Ar ры Ч 
CONTRAST, WORKS 
PERFECTA Y- 


в-вит „чои Ж” 
CAN SEE Abh 
LONDON 

FROM HERE. 


τοῦ MUCH i- 
VISLON'S 2, 
ANC “OL HAVE 
HOMEWORK 
STILL TO PO, 


IN HERE 
YOU'LL Еме 
BOOKS AND ЕДШР- 
16 


Е ТУ; WE CANNOT 
700 MLICH OF ЕС. 


FOR SOME SEEDS 
ARE THE SEEDS 
OF RUIN i+ 


u AND. THE 

MOST IRIDESCENT 

BLOOMS ARE OFTEN 
THE MOST 


MUST SEWRE i 


FOR VENDETTA 


YOU'RE LETTING 
ME LOOK AFTER 
THE ROSES? 
THAT'LL ВЕ 
NICE, Ти 


WELL, RE WE GOING 
FARTHER POWN 7 


THERE'S BUT ONE 
FLOOR ТО GO, IF 4OLI 
eue CARRY 


=e, 
FOR MR.SUSANZ - 


mm мє то 
(6 PLACE, 


KNOW THI: 
IN ALL (TS LENGTHS 
AND DEPTHS. 


7 У, Т/М NOT HELPING 
IESUS. WITH ANY AZA4/NG. 
" WHAT ARE ЧОЦ 
PLANNING TO 20 
„ WITH IT 7 


AFTER Akh, 
AS HOU POINT 
OUT, YOA WONIT 
BE NBECING (T, 
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ANARCHY WEARS TWO D 2 AWAY WITH OUR BUT LET 15 RAISE A 

ee emcee τι ae 

μία ώς = PLACE WITHIN OUR 

И THUS DESTROYERS BETTER WORLD. 
TOPPLE EMPIRES; D | 5 


RUBBLE, 
ONCE ACHIEVED, 
RUNS MEANS . e 
ZH WIT е (NK THEIR 
LEVAT. д Ем THEN! HEALTH u 


OH. он, (78 LOVELY I 
Тв, У, WHERE 
PIP ЧОН GET... 


WITH THEM 
NO MORE. 


Za 
SX A sima 


ed 


Yı T SAID, 
WHAT'S IT 
FOR? 


IT'S LIKE A 
BERUTIPUL OLD 
BARGE. 
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y, PLEASE, ЧОЦ WERE 
TALKING ABOUT 
SHARING KNOWLEDGE 
ЯМР NOW ЧОН WALK 
OFF WITHOUT 
еен, 


our 
por ud Чоц WERE 
GOING TO 22, 


ІМ WAITING FOR 
THE MAN, 


І MEAN, IF THERE'S 
SOMETHING YOU WANT 
ТО SAY, IF THERE'S ж 


SOMETHING TI 
SHOULD «ση " 


ШЕ! 
ms 97 55 Bao 


чоц ASKED ME TO 
REVEAL MY WILL, 
І СЕ PONE 


WAITING Z 
FOR WHAT?” 


NOT 
FOR WHAT, 
FOR WHOM, 


V, I'M TIRE? 
or ο Ger GANES: 


KNOW (Е ЧОН WERE 
PLANNING) i] L2 


IT AS, ISN'T IT? 
ITS ANOTHER. 
BLOODY age 


THIS, ALL ОШ 
CONVERSATIONS 
TURN INTO CEOS: за 

WORD PUZZLES 


Look, 


YIM 
5222225... WANE. 
І СМЕ LA φως ος 
1 JUST WANT 10 TURN REW EL 
OWN ANC RE 


WHAT 
age чоц 
TRYING TO, 
7455 МЕ? 
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29, 88, 230 PM, 

BES p A 

APPEARANCE FY 
ER 70, 


ЖИЯР 


Š THEY 
ett 


ааа 
THIS, CAN THEY 7 


Е TH 
FOR А я 
RML. 


ж” 


CONRAD. 


AS FOR THE 
REST OF THE 


225 


FROM Abb REPORTS, 
Lon E 


k ыл PALMA 4 


OF COURSE, EVERY- 
Soros Seen te 


sort таве -- | m 
ЕРТ. SHIT. 5 EU 
HONESTLY, H 
WOULD 
НКЕ, Lo 
d Το RUN 
COUNTRY 7 
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RAE, мш "s 
ΑΝ EL NEN тат 


ES NAE BASTUD 
ММЧ GUID, ЕК? 


THE 
of XE? aw 
oio 084 ене = 
WALKABOUT, ЕК? RIGHT «i 


I RECKON AFTER. Т TELL ЧОН, за HANG 


лее V 12) 
FINGER’ ANT, 

жа Тез. Д ЕК? 
ἔδει ἐκ 5 sense 


RY SOME; 
N ЧА? 


(ох 
BRAVO TWO, 
WHITI КЕБЕ 
CLEAR Τι 
Er [p 


LISSEN, 
а СОАТА 


ae 


ы 
A'RIGHT7 


SURE. T MEAN, 
WHY CIENT MH 
PREDECESSOR. 


MEAM TAKE THIS т MEAN 
5 2252225 WHO _ 
ERS Ste KNOWS 7 


i] 1j p 
CAREFUL WITH 
Bu THAT CATTLE 


WHAT WAS 
е E aun? 


ACCOUNTS. 
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HERE THEY ARE, 
E АР, ЕФЕС 
WHAT YOURE 
THIS PARATE, AND MISSING, 
ALL HIS LITTLE 
SCREENS ARE 


YOUVE NO (PEA / J 5 2 2-77 DONT GRAS, 
"c^ 7 ' 了 ) THis grass cost 
кү ⁄ 6000 MONEY, 


OF 
COURSE, 21.1. 
ЗЕ MAKING ALL THE 
EAE DECISIONS v 
СКЕР HP P< ЧОЦ 
[\ 725246, OBVIOUSLA, PRAAG i 


EH 
ΕΜΟΑΝ, GESSA 


о 
ты Zev 
Жат. E 
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The following article first appeared in 
Warrior Magazine (#17) during the original 
run of V FOR VENDETTA in 1983. Because 
the article appeared while the series was 
in the midst of its run, Alan Moore 
discusses V FOR VENDETTA as a “work-in- 
progress,” and some of the aspects of the 
project changed before its conclusion after 
its lengthy hiatus. The article is presented 
here as a unique behind-the-scenes look at 
the creation of this powerful series, illus- 
trated with many of the David Lloyd sketches 
which accompanied the original article, as 
well as Lloyd's cover paintings from the 
first DC Comics run of V FOR VENDETTA. 


answers session will raise one 
fluttering hand aloft and 
enquire, tremulously, “Where 
do you get your ideas from?” 
And do you know what we do? 
We sneer. We lampoon and 


ridicule the snivelling little oaf 
before his peers, we degrade 
and humiliate him utterly and 
rend him into bloodied slivers 
with our implacable and caustic 
wit. We imply that even to have 
voiced such a question places 
him irretrievably in the same 
intellectual category as the 
common pencil-sharpener. 
Then, when we've wrung every 
last sadistic laugh out of this 
pitiful little blot, we have the 
bailiffs take him outside and 
work him over. No, | know it 
isn’t nice. But all the same, it’s 
something that we have to do. 

The reason why we have 
to do it is pretty straightfor- 
ward. Firstly, in the dismal and 
confused sludge of opinion and 
half-truth that make up all artis- 
tic theory and criticism, it is the 
only question worth asking. 
Secondly, we don’t know the 
answer and we're scared that 
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somebody will find out. 

One thing that Dave Lloyd 
and | get asked quite a lot is 
"Where did the idea for V come 
from?" 

Well, all right. It's a fair 
question. We've talked it over 
amongst ourselves, and we 
both feel that it deserves an 
answer, if only to make up for 
the cryptic and unpleasant way 
we've behaved in the past. The 
only. problem is that we don't 
really remember. | recall that it 
was myself who came up with 
all the good ideas while Dave 
can produce eight sworn wit- 


nesses who'll testify that it was 
him. 

Luckily, we do still have a 
certain amount of documenta- 
tion going back to the period 
when Warrior was still in the 
planning stages. Being as objec- 
tive as | possibly can, | intend to 
rearrange these fragments into 
a fabulous and intricate mosaic 
that will once and for all lay 
bare the inner mysteries of the 
human creative process without 
prejudice or favour. 

But it was still me who had 
all the good ideas. 


V FOR VENDETTA started 
out partly in the Marvel UK Hulk 
Weekly and partly in an idea 
that | submitted to a D.C 
Thomson’s Scriptwriter Talent 
Competition when | was a ten- 
der 22 years old. My idea con- 
cerned a freakish terrorist in 
white-face makeup who traded’ 
under the name of “The Doll” 
and waged war upon & 
Totalitarian State sometime in 
the late 1980s. D.C. Thomson 
decided a transsexual terrorist 
wasn’t quite what they were 
looking for and wisely opted for 
an entry submitted by a green- 
grocer from Hull entitled 
“Battler Bunn (He Bombs The 
Hun!)" or something very similar. 
Thus faced with rejection, | did 
what any serious artist would 
do. | gave up. 

Shortly thereafter, the 
aforementioned Hulk Weekly 
began to appear on the stands 
as part of the Marvel Revolution 
being delivered by Dez Skinn in 
his new job as chief of British 
Marvel. The contents included 
Steve Parkhouse, Paul Neary 
and John Stokes' reworking of 
"The Black Knight” into a frame- 
work of Celtic legend, Steve 
Moore and Steve Dillon's inter- 
pretation of "Nick Fury, Agent of 
S.H.I.E.L.D.," and a little gem of 
8 thirties mystery strip called 
*Nightraven," being written by 
Steve Parkhouse and drawn by 
Dave Lloyd with John Bolton 
bringing up the rear. It was a 
good strip and it won Eagle 
Awards. Thus, according to the 
comic book equivalent of 
Murphy's Law, it went down the 
tubes with alarming rapidity. 

“Nightraven” vanished 
from the comic, Dez Skinn van- 
ished from Marvel, Hulk Weekly 
vanished from the shops, spring 
turned to winter, leaves fell 
from the calendar and all of 
those other things that they do 
in films to indicate the passage 
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of time. While all this was going 
on, | was hiding under the bed 
and sobbing, trying desperately 
to get over my crushing rejec- 
tion at the hands of D.C. 
Thomson. Things looked bleak. 

Finally the 1980s rolled 
round and with them the first 
whispers of Warrior. Dez, now 
ensconced up in Studio System, 
had decided he wanted to be 
involved in comics again. So he 
gathered together some of the 
best artists and writers he had 
worked with in the past. These 
included Dave Lloyd, who was 
asked to create a new thirties 
mystery strip. 

When Dave was given the 
mystery strip, he decided that 
while he had plenty of ideas 
upon how it should be handled 
visually, the mechanics of plot 
and characterization were, for 
the moment, beyond him. Since 
the two of us had worked hap- 
pily upon a couple of back-up 
strips in Doctor Who Monthly, 
he suggested me as writer. At 
this point the telephone con- 
versations that were to finan- 
cially cripple both of us began, 
along with the voluminous 
(and, where Dave was con- 
cerned, indecipherable) corre- 
spondence that we needed in 
order to trade ideas and knock 
this thing into shape. In other 
words, this is the point where it 
gets confusing. 

Given the original brief, my 
first ideas centered around a 
new way of approaching the 
thirties pulp-adventure strip. | 
came up with a character called 
"Vendetta," who would be set 
in a realistic thirties world that 
drew upon my own knowledge 
of the Gangster era, bolstered 
by lots of good, solid research. | 
sent the idea off to Dave. 

His response was that he 
was sick to the back teeth of 
doing good solid research and 
if he was called upon to draw 


one more ’28 model 
Dusenberger he'd eat his arm. 
This presented a serious prob- 
lem. 

Mulling over the difficulty, | 
began to give some considera- 
tion as to what it actually was 
that made Pulp Magazine 
Adventures work. Obviously, a 
lot of it was rooted in the exotic 
and glamorous locations that 
the stories were set in... seedy 
waterfront bars, plush pent- 
houses dripping with girls, stuff 
like that. All the magic of a van- 
ished age. It struck me that it 
might be possible to get the 


same effect by placing the story 
in the near future as opposed 
to the near past. If we handled 
it right, we could create the 
same sense of mingled exoti- 
cism and familiarity without 
Dave having to spend hours of 
his working time arguing with 
harassed-looking assistants at 
the reference library. Dave and 
Dez both liked the idea, and so 
we were off. 

The next problem was the 
creation of the main character 
and the actual setting for the 
strip. Since Dave and | both 
wanted to do something that 
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would be uniquely British rather 
than emulate the vast amount 
of American material on the 
market, the setting was obvi- 
ously going to be England. 
Furthermore, since both Dave 
and myself share a similar brand 
of political pessimism, the 
future would be pretty grim, 
bleak and totalitarian, thus giv- 
ing us a convenient antagonist 
to play our hero off against. 
Not unnaturally, | recalled 
my original idea for "The Doll" 
and submitted a rough outline 
to Dave. It was a pretty conven- 
tional thing, really, and little 


more than predictable comic 
book fare with a few nice 
touches. It had the sort of grim, 
hi-tech world that you could 
seek in books like Fahrenheit 
451 or, more recently, in films 
like Blade Runner. It had robots, 
uniformed riot police of the 
kneepads and helmets variety 
and all that other good stuff. 
Reading it, | think we both felt 
that we were onto something, 
but that sadly this wasn't it. 

At around about the same 
time, Never, Ltd. were prepar- 
ing the first issue of their short- 
lived comic magazine Pssst. 


Dave had submitted a strip-sam- 
ple that he'd come up with by 
himself entitled “Falconbridge” 
featuring a freedom fighter 
named Evelina Falconbridge 
and an art style that was a radi- 
cal departure from the stuff 
he'd been doing on Doctor 
Who and Hulk Weekly. Pssst 
rejected it, certain that the 
future of comics lay in short 
experimental pieces rather than 
in continuing characters. 

For my part, when | looked 
at it | found it potentially excit- 
ing. Dave was obviously on the 
verge of something splendid 
here, апа. | very much wanted 
to be part of it. That said, all we 
really had was a lot of unusable 
ideas flying back and forth 
through the aether and nothing 
very tangible as a result of it. 
One night, in desperation, | 
made a long list of concepts 
that | wanted to reflect in V, 
moving from one to another 
with a rapid free-association 
that would make any good psy- 
chiatrist reach for the emergen- 
Cy cord. The list was something 
as follows: 

Orwell. Huxley. Thomas 
Disch. Judge Dredd. Harlan 
Ellison’s “Repent, Harlequin!’ 
Said the Ticktockman.” 
"Catman" and “Prowler in the 
City at the Edge of the World" 
by the same author. Vincent 
Price's Dr. Phibes and Theatre 
Of Blood. David Bowie. The 
Shadow. Nightraven. Batman. 
Fahrenheit 451. The writings of 
the New Worlds school of sci- 
ence fiction. Max Ernst's paint- 
ing “Europe After The Rains.” 
Thomas Pynchon. The atmo- 
sphere of British Second World 
War films. The Prisoner. Robin 
Hood. Dick Turpin... 

There was some element 
in all of these that | could use, 
but try as | might | couldn't 
come up with a coherent whole 
from such disjointed parts. I'm 
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sure that it’s a feeling that all 
artists and writers are familiar 
with... the sensation of there 
being something incredibly 
good just beyond your finger- 
tips. It's frustrating and infuriat- 
ing and you either fold up in 
despair or just carry on. Against 
my usual inclinations, | decided 
to just carry on. 

Along with all this, we 
were also stuck for a name for 
the character. I'd abandoned 
the "Vendetta" idea without a 
thought along with the concept 
it related to, and was struggling 
with a morass of names includ- 
ing such forgettables as "The 
Ace of Shades" amongst others. 
While by no means my major 
preoccupation, it was another 
annoying buzz in the back of 
my head to add to all the rest. 
Meanwhile, lost for a character, 
| proceeded to at least try to 
work the world into some sort 
of shape, creating a believable 
landscape for the 199055 setting 
that we'd decided upon. 

This proved a lot easier. 
Starting with the assumption 
that the Conservatives would 
obviously lose the 1983 elec- 
tions, | began to work out a 
future based upon the Labour 
Party gaining power, removing 
all American missiles from British 
soil and thus preventing Britain 
from becoming a major target in 
the event of a nuclear war. With 
disturbingly little difficulty it was 
easy for me to plot the course 
from that point up until the 
Fascist takeover in the post- 
holocaust Britain of the 19905. 

It was sometime around 
this point that Dez rang up and 
informed us that Graham Marsh 
(his partner at Studio System) 
and he had come up with the 
perfect title for the proposed 
strip, said title being *V for 
Vendetta." (Dez hadn't been 
privy to our thoughts about the 
thirties strip and had just arrived 


at the name by pure blind coin- 
cidence.) We took this as a sign 
from the gods, and so “V for 
Vendetta" it was. Funnily 
enough, having an actual title to 
focus on gave us a fresh incen- 
tive to work out the rest of the 
strip, which we now applied 
ourselves to with a vengeance. 
1 revised my original notes, 
coming up with the idea that 
the central character could be 
some sort of escapee, psycho- 
logically altered by his stay in a 
Government Concentration 
Camp. For personal reasons, | 
had decided to set the camp at 


Larkhill in Wiltshire, site of both 
an existing army camp and one 
of the most truly horrendous 
hitch-hiking holidays I’ve ever 
had in my entire life. I'll tell you 
about it some other time. 
Dave, meanwhile, was 
coming up with character 
designs and story ideas to see if 
any of them tickled our creative 
fancy. One of his notions was 
that the lead character would 
perhaps operate clandestinely 
within the existing police force, 
subverting it from within. To this 
end, Dave designed a costume 
based upon a variation in the 
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way he saw police uniforms of 
the 1990s. It had a big "V" on 
the front formed from the belts 
and straps attached to the uni- 
form, and while it looked nice, | 
think both Dave and | were 
uneasy about falling into such a 
straightforward super-hero 
cliché with what we saw as hav- 
ing the potential for being 
something utterly fresh and dif- 
ferent. 

The big breakthrough 
was all Dave's, much as it sickens 
me to admit it. More remarkable 
still, it was all contained in one 
single letter that he'd dashed 


off the top of his head and 
which, like most of Dave's hand- 
writing, needed the equivalent 
of a Rosetta Stone to actually 
interpret. | transcribe the rele- 
vant portions beneath: 

“Re. The script: While | was 
writing this, | had this idea 
about the hero, which is a bit 
redundant now we've got 
[can't read the next bit] but 
nonetheless... | was thinking, 
why don't we portray him as a 
resurrected Guy Fawkes, com- 
plete with one of those papier 
máché masks, in a cape and 
conical hat? He'd look really 


bizarre and it would give Guy 
Fawkes the image he's deserved 
all these years. We shouldn't 
burn the chap every Nov. 5th 
but celebrate his attempt to 
blow up Parliament!" 

The moment | read these 
words, two things. occurred to 
me. Firstly, Dave was obviously a 
lot less sane than I'd hitherto 
believed him to be, and sec- 
ondly, this was the best idea Ра 
ever heard in my entire life. All 
of the various fragments in my 
head suddenly fell into place, 
united behind the single image 
of a Guy Fawkes mask. Brain 
reeling, | read on. 

Elsewhere in the same let- 
ter, Dave was giving me his ideas 
asto how he actually wanted to 
approach the strip in terms of 
layout and execution. These 
included the absolute banning 
of sound effects, and, as an 
afterthought, the utter eradica- 
tion of thought balloons into 
the bargain. As a writer, this ter- 
rified me. | wasn't so much 
bothered about the sound 
effects, but without thought 
balloons, how was | going to 
Set over all the nuances of char- 
acter that | needed to make the 
book satisfying on a literary 


V FOR VENDETTA 


level? All the same, there was 
something about the discipline 
of the idea that fascinated me, 
and while dropping off to sleep 
at night I'd find it nagging away 
somewhere in the recesses of 
my cerebral swamp. 

A couple of days later, | 
wrote back to Dave telling him 
that the Guy Fawkes idea was 
definitely it, that not only would 
we do without thought bal- 
loons and sound effects but | 
was prepared to get rid of most 
of the caption boxes as well 
and just rely entirely on pictures 
and dialogue. 

In the history of any strip 
or book or whatever, this is the 
moment where you get your 
real reward... the moment 
when all of the half-ideas and 
idiocies gel into something that 
is much more than the sum of its 
parts and thus entirely unex- 
pected and utterly beautiful. 

Now that we had the cen- 
tre of the strip determined, we 
began to build upon it rapidly... 
Dave sent designs for the V 
character which were perfect 
apart from the fact that Dave 
had got the shape of the hat 
wrong. | began to sketch in the 
secondary characters that I fig- 
ured we would need to tell the 
sort of story that it was fast 
becoming evident that we 
wanted to tell. Some of the 
characters lacked a face, even 
though | could see all of their 
mannerisms in my mind's eye. 
Between us, Dave and myself 
hammered out these fine 
details, often borrowing a face 
from some actor who we both 
felt was appropriate to the 
part... in many respects it was 
like casting a film, | suppose. 
However, many of the other 
characters Dave drew from his 
own vivid imagination, based 
upon my character notes. 

From all the above, you 
might have been given the 


impression that the creation of 
V was a very dry and calculating 
affair, and, at least in the early 
stages, | suppose it was. It's only 
those exceptional and rare indi- 
viduals who have brilliant ideas 
delivered to them by the muse, 
complete and gift wrapped. 
The rest of us have to work at it. 

That said, however, there 
comes a point where, assuming 
that all of your logic and plan- 
ning is of a sound variety, the 
work starts to take off and 
assumes a vitality of its own. 
Ideas start to occur almost mag- 
ically as opposed to being the 


end result of a long and grind- 
ing intellectual process. This 
started to happen with V right 
from the first episode. 

There was the way in 
which a lengthy Shakespeare 
quote that was arrived at by 
opening a copy of The 
Collected Works at random 
seemed to fit, exactly, line for 
line, with the sequence of 
actions that | had planned for V 
in his first skirmish with the 
forces of order. More important 
still, there was the way in which, 
aided by Dave's visuals, the 
characters began to take on 


274 


V FOR VENDETTA 


more and more of a life of their 
own. Га look at a character 
who I'd previously seen as a 
one-dimensional Nazi baddy 
and suddenly realise that he or 
she would have thoughts and 
opinions the same as everyone 
else. I'd be planning one thing 
for the characters to do and 
then realise that they had an 
entirely different direction in 
which they wanted to go. 
Perhaps most important of 
all, we began to realise that the 
story we were telling was wan- 
dering further and further away 
from the straightforward “one 


man against the world" story 
that we'd started out with. 
There were elements emerging 
from the combination of my 
words and David's pictures that 
neither of us could remember 
putting there individually. There 
were resonances being struck 
that seemed to point to larger 
issues than the ones which 
we'd both come to accept as 
par for the course where 
comics were concerned. 

Of course, as a comic strip 
begins to grow beyond its cre- 
ators one experiences a certain 
feeling of nervousness at not 


knowing where the strip is 
going to go next. On the other 
hand, there is a massive sense 
of excitement and creativity in 
such an unrestricted venture. | 
suppose it must feel a bit like 
surfing on a tidal wave... it feels 
great while you're doing it but 
you're not really sure of either 
where you're going to end up 
or whether you'll still be one 
piece when you get there. 

All of this vague metaphys- 
ical blather aside for the 
moment, a lot of people have 
expressed an interest in how 
we actually put an episode of V 
together. Well, purely in the 
interests of science, this is how 
it goes: 

To start with, we both 
have a rough idea of the gener- 
al direction of the plot and 
where it's going, allowing for 
any sudden changes of direc- 
tion that the story might decide 
to make for itself. We know, for 
example, that there will be 
three books in all chronicling 
the full V story. The first sets up 
the character and his world. 
The second, "This Vicious 
Cabaret," explores the support- 
ing characters in greater depth 
and centres for the most part 
upon the character of Evey 
Hammond. The third book, ten- 
tatively entitled "The Land of 
Do-As-You-Please," draws all of 
these disparate threads into 
what we hope will be a satisfy- 
ing climax. 

Given that structure, | try 
to decide what | think is need- 
ed in any given episode, bear- 
ing in mind its relationship to 
the episode that came before 
it. | might, for example, decide 
that we've had an awful lot of 
talking lately and not much 
action. | might decide that it'd 
be nice to check on how Eric 
Finch or Rosemary Almond are 
getting on. Pretty soon | have 8 
list of all the elements that | feel 
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it's vital we include in this partic- 
ular issue. All that remains to be 
done is to fit them into a coher- 
ent storyline that is somehow 
complete in itself while remain- 
ing a part of a larger whole and 
at the same time moving with 
the fluidity that Dave and | are 
anxious to inject into the strip. 

On good days, everything 
goes right and | have the whole 
script executed from start to fin- 
ish within four or five hours. On 
bad days | write the whole 
script in four or five hours, 
realise that it's useless, tear it up 
and start again. | repeat this 
process four or five times until 
I'm reduced to a blubbering 
wreck that just slumps in the 
armchair and whimpers about 
how it has no talent whatsoever 
and will never write again. Next 
day ГИ get up, get the whole 
thing right the first time and 
spend the rest of the day walk- 
ing round reading my favourite 
bits to my wife, children, or vis- 
iting tradesmen. (This is why you 
should never marry an artist or 
writer. They're bad news to 
have around the house, believe 
me.) 

Once I'm satisfied with the 
script, it goes to Dave. He runs 
through it very thoroughly, 
checking it for plot or character 
inconsistencies and trying to fig- 


ure out how it's going to work 
visually. While | stage-manage 
most of the visual sequences 
from my end, | try to leave 
enough room for Dave to 
expand or alter them as he sees 
fit, so he'll add a couple of 
frames here and there to make 
the action flow more smoothly 
or maybe excise certain frames 
altogether. He then rings me up 
and runs through the script out- 
lining his suggested changes. 
Usually, these are fairly minor 
and can be sorted out at once. 
Occasionally they're more seri- 
ous and we'll argue ferociously 


for hours until arriving at a sensi- 
ble compromise. The only thing 
that is important to either of us 
is what ends up on the finished, 
printed page is as perfect as we 
can make it. 

Dave then buckles down 
to the artwork and within a 
couple of weeks | receive an 
eagerly awaited package of 
reduced and lettered photo- 
copies of the finished work by 
agency of the G.P.O. | suppose 
that theoretically | can decide 
at this juncture if there's any- 
thing in Dave's artwork that 
needs changing. So far, how- 
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ever, there hasn't been. Dave 
combines a remorseless profes- 
sionalism with a deep emotion- 
al involvement in the strip equal 
to my own, and if ever he 
should decide to leave the strip 
there is not the remotest possi- 
bility of my working with any- 
one else upon it. V is something 
that happens at the point 
where my warped personality 
meets David's warped personal- 
ity, and it is something that nei- 
ther of us could do either by 
ourselves or working with 
another artist or writer. Despite 


the way that some of the series" 
admirers choose to view it, it 
isn't “Alan Moore's V” or “David 
Lloyd's V." It's a joint effort in 
every sense of the word, 
because after trying the alterna- 
tives, that is the only way that 
comics can ever work. There is 
absolutely no sense in a writer 
trying to bludgeon his artist to 
death with vast and over-writ- 
ten captions, any more than an 
artist should try to bury his writ- 
er within a huge and impressive 
gallery of pretty pictures. What's 
called for is teamwork, in the 


grand tradition of Hope and 
Crosby, Tate and Lyle, Pinky and 
Perky, or The Two Ronnies. 
Hopefully, that's what we've 
got. 

So anyway, that’s where 
we get our ideas from. | was 
going to go on from this point 
and tell you exactly who V really 
is, but I'm afraid that I've run out 
of room. The only real hint | can 
give is that V isn’t Evey’s father, 
Whistler's mother or Charley's 
aunt. Beyond that, I’m afraid 
you're on your own. 

England Prevails. 


Alan Moore 
October 1983 
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IIS BETA, 1908. THE 44445. 
OF JUSTICE GRIND SLOWLY 
МО THEY GRIND EXCEEDING 
SMALL... 


ONE MORE CHANCE 
RYAN. ONE MORE 
CHANCE TO TELL US 
WHAT YOU KNOW. 
ABOUT THIS“ 
BLOKE... 


LATE ALL, THEY DONT CALL 
FA POLE STATE FOR 


NOTHING. 


HE'S GOT TO HAVE A FIRM 
BACKING HIM UP. STANDS TO 
EASON, NON YOL SAY THAT 
YOU DON'T KNOW ANYTHING 
ABOUT THAT. / SAY 
COBBLERS. 


THE WINDOWS OVER 
THERE. GET GOING. 


1 DON'T AMOW ANYTHING. YOL LISTEN, CHUMMY, 
rE... IVE 


HE'S CRUSED THIS COUNTRY 
MORE 7ROUBLE THAN THE 
ARST, SECOND AND THIRD 
WORLD WARS PUT TOGETHE 
HE CANT ΒΕ DOING IT ON HIS 

OWN, NOW CAN HE? 


RLLRIGHT RYAN, YOU'VE 
442 YOUR CHANCE. | 
THINK IT'S TIME FOR YOu 
TO ТАКЕ а WALK 
ROUND THE BLOCK. 


THE WINDOW? 
WHAT'S 7527 


/ DONT HERR. 
ΑΝΝΒΟΡΥ LAUGHING. 
9247 HEAR ANYBODY | 
LAUGHING? 
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OUT THE WINDOW, RYAN. 
IT'S ONLY ONCE AROUND THE 
BLOCK, MAYBE THE 22257 
AJR WILL IMPROVE YOUR. 


ILL TELL THE CLEN -LO 
BOYS TO HAVE A BODY BAE 
ROUND THE FRONT IN THE 
MORNING, LOOKS LIKE AN- 
OTHER CASE SUCCESSFULLY 
CONCLUDED FOR THE BOYS 
IN GREY. 


YEAH? YOU RECKON 
THIS RYAN'S GOT SOME- 
THING TO DO WITH THIS 
'V^CHRRACTER, THEN? 


YOU CAN'T 2O THIS. 
à тит 22042. 


YEAH, YEAH. WE'LL 
HAVE THE COMPLAINT 
FORMS WAITING WHEN 

YOU сет BACK. 


GROW UP, JOHN. ‘COURSE HE 
HASN'T. HE'S JUST SOME 
POOR PRANNET WHO TALKS 
ABOUT THE WRONG THINGS 
TOO LOUD IN THE WRONG „ 


PLACES... «κ Δ 


^ 
Ман, | JUST HAD A 


BAD WEEK OF IT WITH 
CAROL AND THE KIDS. SHE'S 
GIVING ME GEEZ JOHN. 

I THOUGHT ГО SPREAD «0 


т AROUND А ВІТ. Ж ^ 
P 月 


174 NO SWEAT. 
THERE'S NOTHING 
IN THE RECORDS 

TO Sav МЕ EVEN 

PULLED HIM IN... 


ANYWAY, WHATSAMATTA, 
RYAN7 YOU DROPPIN’ 
YOUR 8077247 


IT'LL BEA PIECE СС, 
мате, THE LEDGE 15 
EIGHTEEN, INCHES WIDE, 

IF IT WAS ON THE GROUND 
YOU WOULDN'T THINK HCE 
Zl asour r. SEE YA LATHE, 


„ANYWAY, WHO'S 
GOING TO CARE 
WHAT HAPPENS TO 
A ZERO LKE 
RYN? 
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THERES THAT SICK, TIVGLIA 
NG IN THE SOLES OF YOUR 
WT GET THAT ὧν 


THE LEDGE 15 EIGHTEEN INCHES 
WIDE. /F/T WAS ON THE GRUND 

YOU WOULDN'T THINK TWICE ABOUT IT. 
THERES NO DEFERENCE AT ALL, 


WELL, PERHAPS THERE ARE 
SOME DIFFERENCES.. 


THERES THAT HORRIBLY FASCINATING 
SHOES THROUGH 

WHAT WILL 7 BE LiKE 

WHEN / AIT? WEI BE CONSCIOUS? 


WILL IT HURI 


20V 
OCCUR 70 YOU WHEN YOURE 
OW THE GROUND. 


AND THEN, OF COURSE, THERE ARE 
THE CROSSWIMOS THAT HOWL ARDLND 
THE EDGE OF THESE TALL CONCRETE 
GEOMETRIES. 


TWAT NEVER 
OCCUR ЛО YOU. 


ED 
HANDS DRAG нм 
70 SAFETY AND 
HE DOESN'T KNOW 
Ша THING ABOUT 7. 
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/ RECKON THE WIND маи. NO SIGN OF нм. ON SECOND THOUGHTS, 
WOULD HAVE HAD нм | | LOOKS LIKE HE DECIDED HOW ABOUT STOPPING 
OFF АТ THE ARSI š =) TO ENTER THE Z€ZZ- OFF AT THE OFFICER'S 
CORNEE. SUPPOSE | O STKE ANE- BLA MESS FOR A SWIFT 

BETTER HAVE A LOOK... CAMAS, HALF AND A GAME ОР... 
a 


HE'S BEEN GONE 2 
TEN MINUTES NOW, COME ON. LET'S HIT THE BRICKS. 
COLIN. WHADJA N IVE нар à LONG DAY OF IT AND IF 
RECKON? THAT COW STARTS UP THE MINUTE 
т Nw DOOR, IM GONNA CHV 
HER, 


JOHN, DID YOU JUST 
MERE SOMETHING? 
А SORT OF... 


I- IT'S OZ ENNIT? LISTEN, I'VE HEARD ABOUT 
YOU'RE и, YOU. YOU'RE ONLY AFTER 
ОН BLOODY HELL... 


THE OFFICERS WORKING FOR THE 
ANGE ANEA МАНЕ FOR THIS 
MAN. THEY CALL HM V? HE STRIKES 

(THOLT WARNING. AE KILLS WITH- 
UT COMPASSION. HEIS LTTERLY 
DEADLY. 
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IMAGINE YOU HD A CHOICE BETWEEN 
CERTAIN DEATH FROM A BLACK GLOVED 
HAND AND THE CHANCE, HOWEVER SLIM, 
OP ESCAPE. WHAT WOULD YOU DO? 


ALL RIGHT. 


< 


CMA 
А WES OUTSIDE... 


WE 
INSPECTOR COLIN CLARKE HAS 
WORKED FOR THE FINGER SNCE 
IT WAS FORMED 1992 SK VES 
AGO, BEFORE THAT АЁ WAS A SOLDIER. 


M 
UM 


VN 


^. AMD AFTER A FEW MOMENTS, THE 
MAN WHO NEVER STOPS SMILING QUIETLY 
CLOSES THE WINDOW. HE CANNOT ABIDE 
DRAFTS. 


OF COURSE, THE 02075 
INSIDE ARE NOTHINVE... 


МЕ ARD 7O COPE WTH WORSE THAN es 
We C Е МЕ TAKES A STEP. HE TAKES 
PM ap emp OE ANOTHER STER AGAIN. ASAIN. 


MUCH WORSE. HE CAN MAKE HE = £ 
ti, A 


% 

THERE 45 THE MAN, THERE (5 THE 
AFTER ALL. EIGHTEEN INCHES : LEDGE THERE (5 THE DISMAL 
771 22225 ee Ее ET деме OF THE WIND, THE UNCARING 
ο ο. ο алалы де. 


SLAPSTICK. 

THINGS LEE 

THAT NEVER 

OCCUR ТО VOL... FAR TOO LATE. 
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Good evening, London. It's nine 
o'clock and this is The Voice of 
Fate... It is the Fifth of the Eleventh, 


Nineteen-Ninety-Seven.. 


The people of London are advised 
that the Brixton and Streatham 
areas are quarantine zones as of 
today. It is suggested that these 
areas be avoided for reasons of 
health and safety... 


Police raided seventeen homes in 
the Birmingham area early this 
morning, uncovering what is 
believed to be a major terrorist 
ring. Twenty people, eight of them 
women, are currently in detention 


awaiting trial... 


The weather will be fine until 
12:07 AM. when a shower will 
commence, lasting until 1:30 А.М... 


Have a pleasant evening.” 


SEN BOOKS £14.99 
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1852 862916 


A frightening and powerful story of 
the 105$ of freedom and identity іп a 
totalitarian world. V FOR VENDETTA 
is the chronicle of a world of despair 
and oppressive tyranny. 


A work of sterling clarity and intel- 
ligence, V FOR VENDETTA is every- 
thing comics weren't supposed 
to be- 


England Prevails. 
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